
The Environmental Performance Index analyses annual emissions by oil producing 
companies operating in the Niger Delta, the oil and gas producing region of Nigeria. 

Specifically, it covers oil spills and gas flares, and compares between companies, 
states, and countries. In 2020, Nigeria was the world's 10th largest oil producer, and 

according to this analysis, had the highest emissions to production ratio - by far. 

Overview

SDN works to minimise the negative impacts of Nigeria’s oil and gas, and in 
publishing this report, we seek to increase access to key information on the 

environmental performance of the industry in the Niger Delta. We aim to enable 
constructive engagement on the policy solutions needed to minimise the negative 

impact of exploration and production, and ensure its benefits are distributed fairly, 
and ultimately harnessed, to enable Nigeria’s transition to clean energy. 
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The Nigerian oil and gas industry's 
environmental record compared 
extremely poorly with other regions 
worldwide. This highlights how 
extreme the pollution problem is in 
the Niger Delta, and implies that 
increasing production would increase 
environmental impacts. 

An emissions ratio shows the level of emissions relative to production (in barrels of 
oil or equivalent). The average ratio for Domestic Oil Companies (DOCs) is far 
worse than International Oil Companies (IOCs). Marginal field companies (MFCs) 
and the national oil company (NOC) were found to be several times worse. These 
companies are playing a larger role in the sector as IOCs divest, so concerns are 
mounting regarding a likely rise in pollution in future.
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 IOCs (and the NOC) tend to perform worse in the Index.  This is mostly becauase 
DOCs currently produce less oil, so the highest ratio of emissions is for a much 

lower production volume, creating lower total (absolute) emissions. As such,  while 
IOCs have lower ratio of emissions , their production is currently on a much bigger 

scale, so their total oil spill and gas flare volumes are a higher multiple, and the 
IOCs are the largest contributors to overall emissions.
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The Index features case studies that paint a picture of the catastrophic impact 
emissions have on the local environment, host communities, and global climate. The 
Niger Delta, which is home to 45 million citizens, is now at risk of being left behind in 

the global energy transition, and needs investment into cleaning up emissions, 
restoring the environment, and building a sustainable diversified economy.

CONTEXT

Emissions documented by the official government regulator, the National Oil Spill 
Deection and Response Agency (NOSDRA). Production reported by the Federal 

Ministry of Petroleum Resources, and audited by the Extractive Industry 
Transparency Inititaitve (EITI). Analysis conducted by SDN and full databases 

published alongside the report. Prior to publication, the report was reviewed by an 
independent expert, and presented to representatives of oil and gas companies in 

Nigeria, with feedback and suggestions integrated into the final version.

data sources

www.stakeholderdemocracy.org

Urgent action is needed across the region to mitigate and remediate further 
pollution. National and international investments are needed as part of a Just 

Transition away from oil and gas. Companies and the Federal Government need to 
contribute to these goals, and also improve data, transparency, and accountability.

www. stakeholderdemocracy.org
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