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Summary 
 
This is the fifth edition of Niger Delta Watch 2019. Across the region the electoral campaigns appear 
to be less intense and with fewer resources than in the same period in 2011 and 2015. There is some 
variability to this, with more visible campaigning in Akwa Ibom State while Rivers has the most 
obvious drop in campaign activity compared to earlier periods. Akwa Ibom also had the most 
obvious incidents of political violence with one APC youth leader attacked and abducted for his 
activities while a PDP leader had his house burnt down. There were also reports of a clash between 
APC and PDP supporters where allegations of injury to Aman Nkanga indicate how swiftly incidents 
can escalate to impact on nationally relevant figures – Nkanga is the younger brother of Idongesit 
Nkanga, the present chairman of PANDEF, a high-level Niger Delta group engaging with the Federal 
Government on regional grievances and development demands. 
 
Rivers had two deaths over Christmas that seem to continue the mix of gang and political violence. 
Incidents of violence have been sporadic and limited but with background concerns persisting about 
the neutrality of security services and violence immediately around the elections.  
 
On December 18 Bayelsa welcomed yet another Police Commissioner, Joseph Mukan, who is 
technically the ninth Commissioner in the four months since the problem of revolving 
commissioners began. 
 
The highest profile issue regionally over the past week was the Federal High Court in Rivers adding to 
the prior state court ruling on the ongoing case of the APC primaries, this time explicitly ruling that 
neither faction of the APC has candidates for the 2019 elections and issuing an injunction against 
INEC. The Electoral Commission now faces the difficult task of weighing rulings against ongoing 
appeals and publishing a final list of candidates for the elections on January 17. Even more difficult 
will be the task of explaining its decision to audiences who will assume bias whichever way they rule. 
 
In Bayelsa during the last reporting week and Christmas period most reports were of relatively 
normal campaign events, cash being offered, and also local examples of stakeholders mounting 
pressure for politicians and their supporters to keep the peace. 
 
In Delta during the last reporting week most reports also related to politicians distributing cash and 
gifts amidst otherwise relatively normal campaigns. The Governor was reported repeating 
allegations of the APC planning violence immediately around the elections. This also links to 
simmering fears about the disposition of the police with a new Police Commissioner, Anthony 
Okpezi, appointed at the start of December. 
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The graph below shows the 141 incidents recorded in the Niger Delta to date. As a reminder, 
Election Observers are asked to report on incidents relating to five main risk areas: Electoral 
preparations, procedures and standards; Fraud and corruption; Intimidation of voters and civil 
society; Political party and campaign misconduct; and Violence.  
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Rivers 
 
The ongoing drama relating to the APC’s internal primaries for the governorship campaign in Rivers 
has continued with the Federal High Court concurring with an earlier State High court ruling 
annulling the primaries of APC candidates and adding that Magnus Abe’s factional primaries were 
also not viable. This has increased confusion locally with the prospect of the APC having no 
candidates remaining a key topic. The next key moment is January 17 when INEC will publish its final 
list of candidates for National Assembly elections. In Rivers’ case it now has to make a controversial 
choice balancing court rulings and injunctions so far, against inevitable notices of appeal. In a deeply 
polarised environment, whatever choice INEC makes will be criticised and may well spur narratives 
of partisan bias on their part.   
 
The ongoing trend of tit-for-tat destruction of campaign materials such as posters continues. An 
argument related to such posters was reportedly the cause of a stabbing by suspected members of 
one cult group of a member of another cult group last week.  
 
Over the holiday period, political candidates and their supporters in Rivers, as elsewhere, made the 
most of the influx of people returning home, with campaigning and other activity intended to secure 
support for the elections. A local vigilante group was invited in to Egbeda town in late December to 
provide security against political and cult issues which troubled the town last year.   
 
Cult clashes in the waterfront area of Port Harcourt have also not stopped. Following the battle 
between the Icelanders and Greenlanders in early December, there was a confrontation in the same 
area between the same groups on 21 December. This came after a shootout on the 17 December 
involving the death of one person in a PDP-controlled area of Port Harcourt, reportedly between the 
Degbam and Icelanders cult groups. 
 
Community members say that many lives have been taken as part of these ongoing confrontations, 
and although the trouble generally only affects cult members, it is leading to an atmosphere of fear.  
 
These incidents and others are some of the 19 incidents to date which have taken place in Port 
Harcourt as reported by Niger Delta Watch, which has been the most active LGA in Rivers. However, 
this may simply be a reflection of the fact that it is the most populated area.  



 

Niger Delta Watch #5 | 14.01.19  4 

 
Among the incidents reported which took place during this reporting period: 
 

 PDP candidates in Tai distributed rice, cows and up to NGN 500,000 in cash in units across 
the various wards of Tai LGA, apparently as part of a vote-buying strategy.  
 

 An APC candidate for the House of Representatives, Dr Gift Okere, was reported as 
distributing cash to 100 widows and orphans in Tai LGA. 
 

 A man was stabbed to death after an argument broke out between suspected members of 
the Viking and Icelanders cult groups who were drinking in a bar in Port Harcourt. The 
argument was apparently related to the pasting of an APC candidate campaign poster. As a 
result of this attack, suspected cultists believed to have sympathy for the deceased later 
ransacked the site of the argument and looted properties nearby,  
 

 Following this, a local church ended up packed with residents who were afraid of reprisal 
attacks by those who knew the man killed. Its doors were locked, which was unusual on a 
Sunday. One person said that they were concerned that those who knew the man killed 
wanted to burn the compound down, so sought safety in the church. 
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Bayelsa 

 
Following a relatively calm festive period in 2018, 2019 has seen the resumption of political activities 
in the state, with politicians campaigning strongly for votes. There have been incidents of violence in 
Brass, Nembe, Yenagoa and Ogbia LGAs and fraudulent activities in Southern Ijaw, Nembe and 
Ekeremor. The period also saw the distribution of gifts and money during campaigns. The Christmas 
season makes it a little difficult to draw inferences from these activities – for example, whether an 
event concerning gift giving over the Christmas period relates to campaign attempts at electoral 
fraud, corruption or legitimate charity. A positive development is the action by many stakeholders, 
in particular traditional rules, to organise peace meetings aimed at securing the commitment of 
aspirants and party leaders in their areas to ensure violence free campaigns and elections in 2019. 
 
The following incidents were reported during the latest reporting period: 
 

 The Nembe Constituency I seat in the Bayelsa State House of Assembly was seriously 
contested among members of the PDP. In a bid to solve the crisis between the two factions 
and ensure lasting peace returns to the Constituency and Nembe community in particular, 
the Deputy Governor led a peace initiative that led to the coming together of all the factions 
and agreement to work together peacefully. In the course of the meeting several envelopes 
of undisclosed amount were shared among key stakeholders to gain their commitment. 
 

 The Accord Party flag bearer for Bayelsa East Senatorial district, Dr Opuala Charles, led a 
campaign visit to Ogbolomabiri and Bassambiri Nembe communities. During the visit, money 
was given to traditional rulers, chiefs and opinion leaders, potentially to gain their support 
for the general elections. 
 

 Hon Ebi Ben Ololo, representing Nembe Constituency 1 in the State House of Assembly and 
standing again for the PDP in the 2019 election, organised Christmas Inter-House games and 
celebrations. During the celebrations of a children’s party at King Koko Square, cult boys 
allegedly sponsored by the APC stormed the arena and wanted to attack Hon Ebi Ben Ololo. 
In the process, policemen defended Hon Ebi Ben Ololo and injured one of the cult boys. 
 

 In Brass, the candidate representing APC Brass Constituency 2 in State House of Assembly 
Election met with members and executives of a political forum, the 'New Era Consultative 
Movements'. He also met with women’s groups and other stakeholders.  
 

 Stakeholders in Brass, especially the traditional rulers and opinion leaders, are making 
substantial efforts to ensure violence-free elections in 2019. The PDP held a meeting to 
promote peace and coexistence between political parties and to discuss factionalism and 
segregation among youths, urging them to shun violence and not allow politicians to use 
them for self-gain.  
 

 Celebrations for the new year Liama-ama included the honourable Brass Councils Secretary 
and the PDP candidate representing Constituency 1 for the Bayelsa State House Assembly. 
They were warmly received, with women, chief and youth reportedly seeing the visit as 
historical and giving them a sense of belonging. 
 

 The PDP aspirant for Sagbama Ekeremor Federal Constituency shared money and foodstuffs 
to people during the campaign rally in the town. 
 



 

Niger Delta Watch #5 | 14.01.19  6 

 In Southern Ijaw, the PDP led campaign visits to various communities including Ondewari, 
Okpotuwari and Igbomaturu, where they held discussions with community leaders, including 
women and youths, and requested their votes in the forthcoming election. Monies were 
given to each group and the campaign team promised a return visit to the communities. 
 

 On 4 January, an APC House of Representatives aspirant declared his campaign open at his 
home town Ogboinbiri, where he held a festival day with many in attendance. After the 
declaration of the campaign, large posters and billboards were posted at strategic locations. 
 

 Political campaigns went on fairly peacefully in Yenagoa, although where were some reports 
of armed robberies. 
 

 In Sagbama, the candidates of both the PDP and APC for Bayelsa West Senatorial district led 
campaign visits to Adagbabiri and Ofoni communities. The APC candidate was installed as a 
chief in Ofoni while the PDP candidate was installed as a chief in Adagbabiri. Undisclosed 
amounts of money were given to different stakeholders. The impression created was that 
the person with the deepest pocket will carry the day come 16 February 2019. 
 

 In Kolokuma/Opokuma, as part of efforts to promote a peaceful general election come 16 
February and 2 March 2019, key stakeholders in the kingdom gathered at Odi to sign a peace 
accord committing all aspirants to behave well and promote peace during the coming 
elections. Security personnel in the LGA were part of the event. 
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Delta 
 
Since the start of the project at the end of November 2018, there has been a low number of 

incidents reported in most of the LGAs in Delta State. Burutu and Nodkwa West have had a notably 

higher level of activity than elsewhere. 

 

 
This reporting period was characterised by the distribution of cash and material gifts by candidates 
and key party stakeholders to community members, as part of campaign strategies to solicit support 
from the electorates. This seemed most prevalent in Burutu, Isoko North and Sapele. Women’s 
groups were strategically targeted by campaign coordinators and mobilised to participate with cash 
and wrappers as reward for participation. 
 
Related to this here there were also protests by groups because of their dissatisfaction with the 
payments offered for participation, which has the potential to undermine the political processes.   
 
There were pockets of violent attacks alleged to have been carried out by party supporters. 
particularly in Ndokwa West LGA. In general, apart from standalone flag-off events by Governorship 
candidates, a face-to-face strategy is being used by the parties to mobilise support at ward level.  
 
Incidents reported during this period included the following: 
 

 The festive season in Burutu LGA was characterised by the distribution of gifts by politicians 
to men, women and youths in the 11 wards. The current member representing Burutu at the 
Federal House of Representative offered food items to over 400 community members to 
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solicit support and votes for his re-election. 
 

 In the morning of 23 December, a group of youth alleged to be supporters of a popular party 
in Ndokwa West attacked the PDP LGA Secretary, Hon. Patrick Ogelenya, at his residence. It 
was reported that the local vigilante intervened and Ogelenya was rescued. 
 

 In Warri North LGA, PDP leaders were alleged to have negotiated with INEC staff in charge of 
PVC collection to buy the votes ahead of the 2019 Election. This information reached the 
APC in Koko Town and it was reported that their boys were deployed to the INEC office to 
observe and monitor the activities of PDP supporters around the INEC office area. This could 
degenerate into confrontations between party supporters. 
 

 On 3 January, a planning meeting was convened at the Ika South LGA PDP secretariat to 
coordinate the mobilisation of PDP supporters in Oghara for the campaign flag-off of His 
Excellency Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa. The meeting was peaceful. 
 

 In Ethiope West, the Governor of Delta State, Dr Ifeanyi Okowa, kicked off his official 
campaign for re- election in Oghara Stadium on 4 January. The flag-off was attended by PDP 
executives and supporters across the 25 LGAs in the State with candidates who were given 
party tickets. Meanwhile, there were incidents of aggrieved youths expressing their 
grievances regarding the ill-treatment they got from some groups within the party. 
 

 During a PDP Governorship campaign event in Sapele, it is alleged that the State Governor 
and gubernatorial candidate of the PDP, Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa, accused the All Progressive 
Congress (APC), particularly it's gubernatorial candidate, Chief Great Ogboru, of planning to 
incite violence in the state before election day on 16 February. Various support groups and 
interest groups were mobilised and participated during the campaign. At the end of the 
event, several groups, identified as Odebala movement, Sapele Rural Youth Movement, 
Women Mobilization Committee, Door 2 Door campaign and others, were seen distributing 
money to members. Violence nearly ensued when people protested that they received less 
than what had been promised to them before attending the rally. In one of the groups, a 
woman stated that she got N1,500 instead of N3,000. In another group, women complained 
that the leader who mobilised them had hoarded the wrappers which were meant to be 
shared.  Members of a third group, comprising commercial motorcycle and tricycle riders 
were angry about the delays as well as their payment. 
 

 In Isoko North, it was reported that Hon. Leonard Ogor Okuweh (PDP House of 
Representatives aspirant) publicly announced through a local town crier his intention to 
‘empower’ women. The activity took place at his home town Ozoro where about 2,000 
women were given the sum of N400,000. Also, the Commissioner for Housing in Delta State, 
a PDP member, Arc. Joseph Ogeh, presented a Hilux van to the vigilante in Iyede community 
at Steno Primary School, Oghara-Iyede. The Commissioner also presented gift items to more 
than 4,000 women as gifts for the Christmas season. 
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Akwa Ibom 

 
During the holiday weeks, the main trends have been allegations and counter-allegations of threats 
and actual violence by members of the two leading political parties. The main incident was a press 
conference by a group of former members of the APC who have now defected to the PDP, in which 
they alleged that some of them had been attacked and others had received threats from their 
former party members as a result of their defection.  
 
In Ikot Abasi, a popular youth leader, Young King, was brutalised by persons thought to be APC thugs 
for supporting the ambition of the PDP’s Udom Emmanuel rather than his townsman Nsima Ekere of 
the APC.  
 
In nearby Eastern Obolo, a similar scenario played out with the residence of an APC supporter 
destroyed by persons thought to be PDP supporters.  
 
There were also allegations by the Speaker of the Akwa Ibom State House of Assembly, Hon. Onofiok 
Luke, of plots to plant weapons at his house in an attempt to frame him for terrorism. 
 
On a positive note, a serious clash between the state PDP and APC appears to have been averted 
with the turn around by the State government on their initial decision not to approve the use of the 
Godswill Akpabio International Stadium for a re-election rally by President Buhari. There was also 
mild drama when the leading players in the forthcoming governorship election met at a church 
service where they were made to commit to peaceful elections in the State.  
 
The following Incidents were reported this week: 
 

 In Ikot Abasi, Mr. Emmanuel Sunday Ekpuk, also known as “Young King”, a PDP supporter 
and popular youth leader in Edemeya Clan, was kidnapped and beaten by dozens of youths 
suspected to be APC loyalists on Friday 4 January, 2019. The victim told journalists and the 
police that his assailants stormed his house in Ikot Ekpuk, Edemeya, forcefully took him and 
held him for hours, during which he was beaten, left with serious injuries and had his life 
threatened for not supporting his townsman Nsima Ekere. He was afterwards left with Chief 
Gabriel Ekere, father of the APC governorship candidate, Nsima Ekere, at their family 
compound in Ikot Oborenyin, Edemeya where he was eventually rescued by the police and 
taken to hospital. 
 

 In Eastern Obolo, the residence of a popular APC supporter in Ikot Town was razed down by 
persons said to be PDP supporters. The man had earlier been warned by some PDP 
supporters to desist from campaigning for the APC in the area, which is perceived to be a 
PDP stronghold, or be ready to face dire consequences. He is a staunch supporter of Nsima 
Ekere and House of Representative candidate Hon. Bernard Udo and has been campaigning 
for his candidates despite threats. Two local PDP supporters were reportedly arrested by the 
police in connection with the investigations but have since been released. Local 
eyewitnesses say the perpetrators were chanting that the APC should build another house 
for the victim. 
 

 In Nsit Ibom, the Speaker of Akwa Ibom State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. Onofiok Luke 
raised an alarm that certain opposition politicians were plotting to frame him on terrorism 
charges. Luke said his opponents were allegedly working in connivance with the police to 
plant explosives and other dangerous weapons around him and have him detained until 
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after the elections. He alleged that top APC members were plotting to set him up for arrest 
because of his outspokenness against them and his unrelenting support for the re-election 
bid of Governor Udom Emmanuel. He called on his supporters to be vigilant and rise in his 
defence if such an incident occurred.  
 

 President Muhammadu Buhari was in Uyo, the State Capital, to flag off his presidential re-
election campaign on Friday 28 December, 2018. The presidential rally was held at the 
Godswill Akpabio International Stadium after initial tensions due to the refusal of the State 
Government to approve the facility for the rally. The APC’s request to use the stadium was 
initially turned down by the State Government on the grounds that the event was not a 
sporting event and could damage the turf and that the facility managers were on holidays. A 
few days before the rally, however, the government issued a conditional approval for use of 
the stadium. The approval came hours after the Senior Special Adviser to the President on 
National Assembly Matters (Senate), Senator Ita Enang, threatened that the APC would force 
its way into the 30,000 capacity stadium if the State Government refused to approve the 
facility. 
 

 In positive news, political tensions in the state appear to have cooled off momentarily as 
some of the key actors met at a church service where a truce was apparently reached at the 
instance of the Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Uyo, Bishop John Ayah. The service was 
held on Sunday 6 January, during the closing ceremony of the New Year prayer and fasting 
assembly of the Catholic Diocese of Uyo. The candidate of the APC in Akwa Ibom State, 
Obong Nsima Ekere, called for a peaceful election and publicly hugged his opponent, 
Governor Udom Emmanuel. He said: “We need peace and we need security. We do not need 
to spill the blood of any Akwa Ibom child in the course of these elections.” The immediate 
past governor of the state, Senator Godswill Akpabio, who has been at loggerheads with his 
successor, followed suit by going to embrace Emmanuel after speaking at the ceremony. 
Governor Emmanuel in his speech urged all to do their part towards peaceful elections in 
the overall interest of the state and future generations. 
  



 

Niger Delta Watch #5 | 14.01.19  11 

Social media 
 
This week’s social media looks at broad trends in social media and political news sharing in 
Nigeria.1 The image below shows the amount of politically-related content (in grey) that 
went viral on the outlets looked at, between December 15 and January 6. 

 
 
There is a lot of politically related content shared on social media. Of the 224 posts most 
engaged with on social media in Nigeria in the period analysed, 119 are in some way related 
to politics. 88 of those refer to topics around the presidential election, although only seven 
relate to the state elections. It also appears that discussions on political topics and the 
elections have increased since the beginning of the year.  

                                                           
1 Data was from the eight top pages in terms of traffic according to Socialbakers from 01 December to 06 January was 
analysed. The most relevant posts (in terms of engagement and number of shares) were coded to establish the main topics 
of discussion, with the final dataset containing the 224 most relevant news piece. The graphs relate to the period from 15 
December. 
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The graph below shows the extent to which the presidential elections have been discussed 
on social media in comparison with other topics.  
 

It would also seem normal that with the presidential election so close, stories related to this 
are receiving more attention. Especially in areas of low connectivity, radio and other 
traditional forms of media are more important for sharing local news. Hence the national 
debate dominates social media users in Nigeria and the Delta States. 
 
The graph below shows the extent to which the state elections have been discussed on 
social media in comparison with other topics.  
 
 

 
This can bring national controversies into local discussion: some of the stories which went 
viral were related to perceptions of Muslim-Christian divisions2, and Boko Haram. Very few 
stories that receive attention from the major news outlets relate to the regional elections, 

                                                           
2https://www.facebook.com/96184337702/posts/10155931040127703/ 

https://www.facebook.com/96184337702/posts/10155931040127703/
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and of the seven stories related to regional elections that went viral, none were related to 
Rivers, Delta or Bayelsa. 
 
In terms of media outlets, Sahara Reporters, Punch Newspapers and the Premium Times 
saw their political content shared the most. 
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About Niger Delta Watch 2019 

Niger Delta Watch 2019 is a citizen-led elections observation project reporting on the 2019 

Nigerian presidential and governorship elections. The project focuses on the states of Rivers, 

Bayelsa, Delta, and Akwa Ibom. It is a joint initiative of Stakeholder Democracy Network (SDN) and 

the Civil Society Situation Room (CSSR), and builds on previous election observation work carried 

out by SDN, including during the 2011 and 2015 election cycles. 

 

The goal of Niger Delta Watch 2019 is to generate accurate information on the election campaign 

as it unfolds, for the benefit of the Nigerian government, its electoral agencies, and journalists, 

researchers, civil society organisations and others working to support democracy in Nigeria.   

 

The project’s reporting is based on information generated and analysed by approximately 100 

citizen Election Observers, Data Analysts, and Social Media Analysts.  

 

Please visit www.stakeholderdemocracy.org/elections2019 for more information on all aspects of 

this project, including how the reports are produced. We are also keen to hear how the reports 

could be made more useful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: this report is produced as part of a Niger Delta elections observation project being led 

by SDN in partnership with the Nigerian Civil Society Situation Room. The project is funded by the 

UK's Department for International Development. Please note that the information and analysis 

contained in the report do not necessarily represent the views or policies of the British government. 

 

Note that the information and analysis contained in these reports do not represent the views of any 

one organisation. SDN and CSSR have made efforts to ensure that the information is accurate, but 

will aim to correct any errors or omissions as new information emerges. 

 

The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) was consulted for training in data 

management and visualisation for this project. Democracy Reporting International led the training 

of Election Observers participating in this project.  
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