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INTRODUCTION

Federacion Internacional De Abogadas (FIDA), translated in English as International Federation of women Lawyers, was 
founded in1944 in Mexico City, Mexico. FIDA has spread to over 80 countries including Nigeria. 

FIDA Nigeria was introduced by Ambassador (Lady) Aduke Alakija in 1961 as a non-governmental, not-for-profit 
Organization of women lawyers called to the practice of law in Nigeria. FIDA has undertaken a range of activities, focused at 
both community and national levels.

IMPLEMENTING ORGANISATION: FIDA (International Federation of Women Lawyers)

LOCATION: Nigeria

FUNDER: DFID

DURATION:  2011- 2015
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PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE RIGHTS OF WOMAN

As an organisation of female lawyers, the expertise and skills of FIDA Nigeria has always been geared towards the 
promotion, protection and preservation of the rights of women and children. The vision of FIDA Nigeria is to create a 
Nigerian society where women’s rights are protected and guaranteed, in order for them to realise their full potential.  FIDA 
applies a rights-based approach for the protection of women and children, so that they can live free from discrimination, 
violence and abuse.

 In order to better protect the rights of women FIDA uses complementary areas of activity towards the achievement of an 
equal society; these are advocacy, capacity-building and legal representation.  FIDA Nigeria has used various National and 
International platforms to promote her mandate, particularly her International and Regional bodies and also local partners. 

1. ADVOCACY: ‘Challenging Impunity by Advancing Legislation on Gender Based Violence’. 

The cornerstone of this project was to ensure the passage of the Violence Against Persons Prohibition (VAPP) Bill at 
Federal Level and in 2 States. This project was funded by Voices for All (a DFID funded programme). The award was given 
to FIDA Nigeria as the Secretariat of Legislative Advocacy Coalition on Violence Against Women (LACVAW). Focusing on 
‘Legislative Advocacy’, FIDA Nigeria explored both high level and low level advocacy strategies to ensure the passage of the 
bill at the National Level.

FIDA Nigeria engaged many other civil society groups, government agencies, in particular the Ministry of Women Affairs 
and Social Development, and many other stakeholders, such as the Market Women Association.  This resulted in a large 
turnout for the public hearing of the VAPP bill at the National Assembly.

FIDA carried out a number of visits to high-level Senators, in order to secure verbal commitments to the Bill’s passage.
The passage of the VAPP Act 2015 was secured on 25th March, 2015.

The passage of the VAPP Act has established the legal framework for the fight and/campaign against gender based violence 
(GBV). It remains an effective avenue for service providers to explore their mandates with respect to GBV.

2. CAPACITY BUILDING: ‘Access to Justice for Women Living with/affected by HIV’

The objective of this project was to sensitise women living with/affected by HIV on their fundamental rights, property and 
inheritance rights.  

Following community outreach in four regions, community pacts were signed with the community heads where they stated 
their commitment to uphold the rights of women living with HIV and to also uphold the principle of zero-tolerance to GBV 
in their communities.

FIDA Nigeria has continued engagement with these community heads to ensure sustainability of their commitments.
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3. CAPACITY BUILDING: INSTITUTIONALISING THE IMPACT OF FIDA

FIDA Nigeria received an award from Justice for All (a DFID Programme) for the Institutionalisation of the Organisation. 
This aimed to strengthen the technical capacity of FIDA Nigeria and for the 6 branches of the organisation to be able to 
plan, manage and monitor their own projects.

This delivered more informed equipped and capable FIDA branches, strengthening the reach of its impact for women’s 
rights. Each FIDA branch can now initiate their own projects, both formulating, implementing and evaluating these 
initiatives. This embeds the capacity-building potential of FIDA, both through recruitment and engagement in projects.

4. LEGAL REPRESENTATION: ‘Access to Justice to Indigent Women’

This project was designed to deliver free legal services to a total of 120 women in the 6 focal states: Abuja, Lagos, Edo, 
Enugu, Ekiti and Ebonyi States.

The success stories of the women supported under this activity has prompted more women to rise up to fight for their rights 
and shun violence and discrimination. An unprecedented number of cases have been brought to the attention of FIDA since 
the implementation of this project.
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INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS

FIDA’s international prestige has added value in terms of raising the profile of national advocacy efforts.  Every 3 years, 
International Federation of Women Lawyers holds a global conference at the country of the current/subsisting President; 
similar tri-annual conferences are also held at regional level. The last International Convention was held in India, the 
country of the immediate past President of FIDA International. National President of FIDA Nigeria Ms. Hauwa E. Shekarau 
led the Nigerian team to the convention where they, amongst others, shared ideas on what FIDA Nigeria has been doing in 
promoting and protecting the rights of women in Nigeria, explored options on best practices in curbing gender inequalities 
etc. The nature of programmes that FIDA Nigeria is currently exploring is informed by the experiences of the 2014 
Convention in India.
 
At the national level, FIDA Nigeria’s expertise in the realm of women’s rights has also been buttressed by her commitments 
and achievements in various platforms particularly the Legislative Advocacy Coalition on Violence against Women 
(LACVAW) and the Human Rights Agenda Network (HRAN).  The latter is a network of over 300 non-governmental 
organisations (NGO) in Nigeria who came together to set agenda for human rights issues in Nigeria and uphold same. 

Several women-focused NGOs are also members of the network; however, FIDA Nigeria is the leader of the ‘Women’s Rights 
Thematic Group’ and FIDA Ekiti is also the State Coordinator of the network in Ekiti State. Through this network, FIDA 
Nigeria provided her legislative advocacy skills that paved way for the passage of the Administration of Criminal Justice Act 
(ACJ) 2015, one of the justice bills that HRAN was interested in between 2014 - 2015. Furthermore, when issues bordering 
on women and children are referred to the network, they direct it to FIDA National Secretariat which then refers it to the 
appropriate FIDA branch where the incident happened, to take it up.
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CONCLUSION

FIDA is the only nationwide organisation which campaigns exclusively for women’s rights.  Using a combination of 
awareness national awareness raising campaigns and community interactions, FIDA engages the media and the public in 
promotion of women’s rights.  Its key achievements are contributing the advancement of the legislative framework that 
protect women, FIDA has successfully raised the profile of Nigerian women’s rights on an international scale.


