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UPR of Nigeria – February 9, 2009 – UNHRC in Geneva
Niger Delta’s Civil Society recommendations on the human rights situation in Nigeria
In June 2008, the Federal Republic of Nigeria was elected chair of the United Nations Human Rights Council, it chaired the African Regional Preparatory Meeting on the Durban Review Process in August 2008, and hosted the last session of the 44th session of the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights. These roles of Nigeria, require a critical approach of the own national human rights situation. As part of its commitment to the new human rights protection regime in the United Nations, the Universal Periodic Review, Nigeria has made several pledges and voluntary commitments against which her activities and conducts will be examined. 

Civil society organisations (CSOs) from the Niger Delta in Nigeria urge the government of Nigeria to fulfil its obligations in these pledges and commitments, to cooperate with treaty monitoring bodies of the UNHRC including through submission of timely periodic reports and the implementation of concluding observations and recommendations, and to reaffirm its preparedness to welcome Special Rapporteurs to visit Nigeria in order to carry out their respective mandates without interference
.

The CSOs are concerned of ongoing human rights violations in the Niger Delta. The Niger Delta Region, the epicentre of oil exploitation and exploration has over twenty million in population such as Ijaw, Ogoni, Itsekiri, Urhobos, and has suffered monumental maltreatment through political/economic marginalization, violence and environmental degradation. With this ascendance of oil, the political elites of the majority tribes, who control the region in complicity with the oil companies, began the process of enacting dubious laws, aimed at transferring the wealth of the Niger Delta to their territories, whilst providing weak regulatory frameworks for the companies to operate.

Minorities and Indigenous peoples

The Nigerian Constitution intends to guarantee equality among all citizens of Nigeria, but does not mention minority and indigenous peoples’ rights. Therefore the rights of vulnerable groups such as the different minorities are not protected.  
Recommendation:

- The government of Nigeria should establish a National Minorities Commission and set up a national policy for the development and promotion of all languages irrespective of the size of the ethnic or language group;
Militarization, violence, and impunity

The standard response of the government to crush community protests
 in the Niger delta has been the militarization of the area in order to ensure the protection of oil facilities and the continued flow of crude oil. This militarization has resulted in indiscriminate arrests, torture
, rape and the extrajudicial execution of people in the Niger Delta. This is contrary to the principles of increasing the wellbeing of the people of Niger Delta and avoidance of adverse impacts.

Recommendation:

- Demilitarization and put an end to the climate of impunity of military operations in the Niger Delta and set up an independent task force to conduct Investigation into the cases of rape, torture and extra-judicial killings in the Niger Delta by military and security forces;
Rights to Land, Territory and Resources
The Land Use Act and the Petroleum Decree is believed in the Niger Delta to have been enacted for the purpose of divesting the control and self-management of land and its resources from Niger Delta peoples. The Land Use Act enables the transfer of ownership and control over land to the Federal government controlled by the political elites of the majority groups. With this arrangement, lands and backyards of Niger Delta peoples are being divided, partitioned and allocated to Lagos and Abuja in the name of oil blocks and wells without the knowledge and participation of Niger Delta peoples. 
Recommendation:

- repeal the 1978 Land Use Act and the 1969 Petroleum Decree in line with the 2005 concluding observations of CERD on Nigeria and ensure the effective participation of communities in the exploitation of natural resources on their lands;
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

The activities of the oil companies operating in the Niger Delta such as gas flaring are affecting the integrity and wellbeing of most individuals in the Niger Delta. The gas flaring has caused life threatening diseases and unimaginable environmental hazards affecting basic rights to life, health, food, water and sustainable livelihoods. 

Recommendation:

- stop the flaring of gases in the Niger Delta and establish an independent mechanism to conduct an environmental audit of the Niger Delta;
Freedom of expression

Freedom of expression and the right to information is sine qua non for effective participation and interaction of the citizens and government in the development process. It promotes transparency and instils a sense of accountability. The entire business of oil exploration is shrouded in secrecy and inaccessible to the public including the details of MoU between government and oil companies, detailed breakdowns
 of expenditures on community development, quota of oil production, oil reserves and environmental impact assessments.

Recommendation:

- pass the Freedom of Information Bill through the national assembly;
Participation of civil society

While Nigeria promised to ensure consultation and cooperation with civil society groups in the draft of its UPR report, it was observed that Nigeria did not live up its commitment. The so called national consultation process was particularly selective and only about five CSOs were invited. This is grossly inadequate when considered against the background that Nigeria has more than one thousand active CSOs present. 
Recommendation:

- involve CSOs, including CSOs from the Niger Delta, in the follow-up of the UPR, the next UPR process, treaty body procedures and human rights debates in general; 

The human rights situation in general in Nigeria would improve if the government of Nigeria would take the following measures: 
- make human rights education part of the educational and training curriculum for schools and military training;
- extend a standing invitation to all special procedures mandate holders to enable them carry out their functions;

- implement human rights treaties;

- strengthen the ‘anti-corruption agency’, the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), and give the agency autonomy and transparency in the appointment of its officers.
- embark on reform of electoral laws and the criminalisation of electoral offenders, to prevent the abuse of the electoral process and rigging of votes, especially in the Niger Delta. 
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