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Summary

SDN and partner organisations observed the 200Zi@bs in Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta and
Akwa Ibom, States in conjunction with IDASAObservers reported systematic electoral
abuses that were similar to the worst reports natip by major observer groups such as the

Transition Monitoring Group (Nigeria), European bimiand National Democratic Institute.

In key Niger Delta States the elections compouraeldngerous alienation of communities
and opposition groups from the electoral systemly @me constituency from over 120
positions being contested has gone to an oppogidoty and even that result appears to be
guestionable. The international community, indegendNigerian observers and both
domestic and foreign media have already labelledefections as ‘not credible’ (U.K High
Commissioner) and ‘seriously flawed’ (United Staf¢ate Department).

International community responses to date havedah aggrieved parties to take disputes to
election tribunals. The electoral commission (INE€Wwhich has been accused of severe
partiality in these elections — has a history dfracas an obstructive defendant in election
tribunals. In key states there is every sign that tradition will be continued. The Rivers
State Electoral Commissioner on thé"28pril insisted that elections in the state wemeéf
and fair’ and that international concerns aboutiggcwere unfounded.

International actors must move to demand immedeftems from the incoming government.
A fundamentally reconstituted and truly independ&tfgctoral Commission should be a
minimum demand. Attention should now be focusedhenLocal government electicnslue

to hold after June. The international communitywtiaise these as a key marker of whether
the new administration intends to make early refoofithe electoral system. Failure to act
decisively leaves a high risk of post election iohtind further destabilisation in the Niger
Delta. With weapons and groups far more sophigtitand resentment of the government
much higher than the 2003 elections all indicatiguggests that the situation will be

measurably worse than 2004.

! Institute for Democratic Alternative South Afriedor more information on IDASA, please go to
http://www.idasanigeria.org

Z Local government elections are controlled by S&aeernment Electoral Commissions (SIECs)
which need the same reform as INEC or simply abalito end duplication of INEC’s duties and local
State Government interference in elections. INE€r@aw said it will only make an updated election
register available to SIECs in June.



Key Trends of electoral malpractice: 14 and 2&pril 2007

(This observation report contains a State by Staeple of incidents that form the basis for ourchasions)

Opening and closing of PoH SDN, domestic observers and the media all naie |
opening of polls on all three election days, gelherell after 11am. To achieve the
turnout recorded in numerous Rivers State constifies in the Governorship polls
many polling units would have needed to continuppsbcess voters at over 2 voters
per minute before closing at around 3pm. Obsermeted low or very low turnout
more in keeping with turnouts of less than 20% ttien70-98% recorded.

Fabricated Results- In several Local Government Areas (LGAS) resulterev
implausible. Eleme LGA in Rivers State, Presiddrfiall recorded exactly 75,000
votes with each ward returning round figurds Rivers State hundreds of votes were
recorded for parties not on the Ballot paper inhb@bvernorship and Presidential
elections. For example over 500 votes were caspéoties not on the ballot in the
Presidential vote in the politically sensitive L&A Asari Toru. Turnout figures were
also not credible - Tai LGA recorded a 99.6% tutnfoun the Governorship election

while Omuma LGA recorded 94% and 98% turnouts ettto elections.

Intimidation and Violence- SDN noted systematic use of party supporters angisth
to intimidate opposition and voters and in somedets hijack the ballot materials.
Although these practices were dominated by PDP meesnbother parties also
attempted to use similar tactics. An SDN observas detained in Warri, Delta state
by the State Security Services after witnessingRP [xandidate being beaten by

soldiers.

Compromised Electoral Commission (INEC)- In Rivers State the Electoral
Commissioner has insisted the elections have biees and fair and has repeatedly

misrepresented the conduct, opening and closimgstiof polls. In Bayelsa State little

% The listing of electoral malpractice in the maid of this report is not comprehensive as the melu
of electoral irregularities noted by SDN observeekes this prohibitive as the report would run to
over 120 pages.

* The Rivers Resident Electoral Commissioner chgherthe Returning officer for initially not
bringing ward result sheets and presenting Wardhishvcast’ exactly 3,000 votes all for the PDP.



serious effort was made to conduct polls. An INE@®IR Relations Officer told a
journalist that the Commissioner would not annoutheestate Presidential Poll result

in Yenagoa, but take it direct to Abuja - in direontravention of electoral procedure.



Election Observer Report

Rivers, Baylesa, Delta and Akwa Ibom States



Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta and Akwa Ibom Statk$ & 21 April 2007

Introduction

SDN and partner organisations deployed observefsunkey Niger Delta States to
observe the 2007 elections in conjunction with IB&SIn the areas in which SDN
and partners observed, electoral abuse was the raitrar than the exception and
conditions were generally described as worse ti@3.2

The systematic disenfranchisement of the majofitshe population in key areas will
substantially increase immediate and longer ternflico risks in the Niger Delta. For
those seeking resolution of grievances through gitineate engagement with the
Nigerian state, the options have been narrowedladeneral sense of injustice and

disillusionment heightened.

Nigeria has already missed an opportunity to ressmme credibility during election
re-runs held April 28. The Federal Government seems content with ridingthe

storm of international criticism. The internatiom@mmunity must maintain pressure
on both the outgoing and incoming Nigerian admiaigdins to make it clear that
previous relationships cannot be sustained unlgisstantial and systematic reforms

to Nigeria’s electoral system are undertaken.

It is critical to note that although internatiomaissions such as the European Union,
African Union, ECOWAS, the National Democratic Institute for Internaéb@ffairs
(NDI) and others did not deploy observers to thee aal-producing states which are
the subject of this report. IDASA, SDN and domesiliserver groups conducted
observations. International journalists were alsgsent in Rivers, Bayelsa and Delta

States and reported extensively on problems imebien.

Both grassroots and media coverage from the NigettaDcan be found at

http://www.greenlightnigeria.org

® For more information on IDASA, please go to htipww.idasanigeria.org. The observation had a
particular emphasis on identifying short and loegrt conflict risks
® ECOWAS: The Economic Community of West Africantgsa



Overview: Elections 2007

In the areas where SDN observed in Rivers StatgelBa, Delta and Akwa lbom
States, the election did not meet minimum demarstindards. The electoral process
was systematically undermined by political aspsaabd INEC. The disregard that
INEC and the Federal Government have shown for destio electoral process
produced results that in some cases are demonstiaiicated. There is evidence

that electoral rigging was widespread and systemati

Electoral Trends

The following key trends were witnessed acrosfoall States.

Gubernatorial & State Assembly Elections: 14th Abri
- Delayed distribution of election materials and/ccraditation of officials
. Delayed opening of polls
. Irregular and/or incomplete election materials
- Harassment of election observers and/or voters
- Electoral violence

- Implausible results and lack of access to collation

Presidential, Senatorial & House of RepresentatiVielections: 21st April
. Postponement of elections
- Delayed opening of poll
. Irregular and/or incomplete election materials
- Voter disillusionment
. Harassment of election observers and/or voters
. Interference in the electoral process
- Electoral violence

. Implausible results and lack of access to collation



Background

In 1999 communities in the Niger Delta welcomed th®spect of a civilian
government. The shift from military rule, which eatwith the death of General Sani
Abacha in May 1998, to civilian elections occurreitly quickly, leaving only a
limited period for the emergence of political pastiand candidates. As a result, the
main beneficiaries of the 1999 elections were thosidical elites who had thrived

under military rule and were already well estatdihwvithin the ‘political system’.

Since 1999 oil prices and revenues have rapidlyeased from as low as $12 per
barrel to persistently over $60 per barrel. This hesulted in a dramatic increase in
the wealth of the Federal Government, State govemtsnand the corresponding
stakes involved in political success or failurep&stations of the benefits of civilian
rule were high, but successive administrationdufai to deliver, especially at the
State level, has resulted in growing resentmentvaolénce, which has dramatically

destabilised the region.

2003 elections: conduct, results and transition

The 2003 elections in core Niger Delta States vekmminated by a combination of
pre-election violence, observer intimidation andright conflict, particularly in parts
of Delta and Bayelsa State. The European Unioedifivers State as one of 6 States
of the Federation in which elections ‘did not evereet minimum democratic
standardg’. In 2003, IDASA observers reported both confliatidg election days and
electoral fraud, which produced paper results ohduts as high as 99% of local
government populations of more than 40,000 pedpteer observer groups, such as
the Commonwealth, sought assurances from Preslesmsanjo that action would be
taken over the conduct of the elections in RiveeteS The failure of the international
community to maintain pressure on the Federal Gowent to investigate this blatant
undermining of the democratic process contributedthte failures of the 2007

elections. The Local Government elections heldd@4&amidst rampant and blatant

" For further information on the 2003 elections agke see the Final Report of the European Union
Election Observation Mission on Nigeria:
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/external_relations/hunightg/eu_election_ass_observ/nigeria/rep03.pdf




rigging of results should have served as a finaknwg to the international
community of the divorce between political elitesdathe Nigerian electorate. The

rigging of the 2007 elections came as no surpagbe population of the Niger Delta.

Nigerian citizens are now in the difficult positioof seeking a viable road to
meaningful democratic participation. The ruling Ppdaty has developed little or no
tolerance for a two-party electoral system in whidéfeat at the polls can be
contemplated as a normal part of democratic cymfesprocesses. Announced results

demonstrate that politics in the Niger Delta ime party affair.

2007 elections: pre-election conditions

The pre-election conditions in 2007 were an improgat in some aspects on the
tense and violent build-up to the 2003 electiongfodunately, the collapse of
opposition party representation at all levels ofggament in these four Stafeneant
that campaigns were effectively starting from szhrand the commitment and resolve
of some political parties to undertake a seriouscteral competition was

guestionable.

In each of the States the major political conflistsre actually within the ruling PDP.
The most dramatic case was in Rivers State wheseectndidate who initially
emerged in December from controversial primaries wee Speaker of the State
House of Assembly, Rotimi Amaechi. He was arrestealtly afterwards on charges
relating to abuse of the State budget and a Ri%ase power project. Since his
release, Amaechi has been in court seeking to pteaad then reverse his
replacement as Governorship candidate by the PP @élestine Omehia, who did
not participate in the party primaries. In Bayeftate, it was alleged that the eventual
candidate, Timipre Sylva, had been imposed by theistér of Energy, Edmund
Daukoru. The controversies around these candidatesnued to Election Day and

the Rivers State case continues at the Supreme.Cour

8 In Rivers State, for example, by 2006 there wdg BDP representatives in office from the lowest
position of Local Government Councillor to the Gowar. In Bayelsa there had been a wholesale
decamping of political office-holders to the ruliR®P.
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Media freedoms to cover the primaries were impinged coverage was imbalanced
due to the incumbents’ domination of the local estatvned media. The AC
Governorship candidate made intelligent use of dppdies on private radio
networks and was thought to have run an effectammpaign, despite allegations

about his own association with the State government

Specific pre-election preparation suffered the saimsmcation seen in other parts of
the country. The electoral register, which hadnbge®mised since 2004, was finally
compiled during December 2006 and January 2007disptay of and access to the
register in April was either limited or non existenThe other vital component of
Nigerian elections — the recruitment afl hoc INEC staff — was also conducted
unacceptably late amid accusations that politieatyomembers and supporters were

being systematically appointed

Some civil society initiatives showed promise i thre-election period with high
levels of participation and awareness compared nwestment. The National
Campaign on Reduction of Electoral Violence (NACOREwas instrumental in

promoting a discussion around electoral violen&DN’s own partners noted some
early success with peace march initiatives led bynen from local communities in

Rivers State.

® For further information on the NACOREV campaigtegse go tdittp://www.nacorev.org/

11



GOVERNORSHIP & STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS
14 APrIL 2007
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GOVERNORSHIP & STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS: 14 APRIL 2007

Overview
The failure of the PDP administrations since 1999@dliver on its responsibilities to
the majority of the population of Rivers, Bayeld2elta and Akwa Ibom States

created a situation where rigging and the remofveitizen’s right to vote was likely.

Opposition parties attempted to either discreditglocess by ensuring voting did not
occur or, in some LGAs, attempted to counter-r&fealing of the electoral mandate
was carried out on a systematic basis at every tdvbe electoral process. Supported
by the inadequacies and partial approach of INBE,RDP and security agencies
removed the democratic right of the citizens ofdRsy Delta, Bayelsa and Akwa Ibom
States to have a say over who governs them and thbatresources are used for.
Materials were not distributed on time, originasukts sheets were very rare, voters
and observers were intimidated, electoral materiedse hijacked and thumb-printed
and violence was used to ensure a monopoly of d4dbfes. After all of this, results
did not reflect any actual voting and ballots caihis deeply flawed electoral process
has laid the foundations for the increased poltwisaf society within the region and

reinforces and escalates the local drivers of ardhd instability.

Note: The trends observed by SDN were crosscuttingjl four states. In order to avoid repetitig

>

SDN has produced a comprehensive explanation ofetbetoral trends in Rivers State and then
provided case studies that highlight similar tremdBayelsa, Delta and Akwa Ibom States.

13
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RIVERS STATE
GOVERNORSHIP & STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS: 14 APRIL 2007

In Rivers State, SDN Observers visited 8 Local Goweent Areas (LGAS):

. Asari-Toru . Obio/Akpor (one of two Port
. Degema Harcourt LGAS)

. Emohua - Okrika

. Etche - Port Harcourt Local Government
- Ikwerre (PHALGA)

Election Trends

Delays
There were widespread and lengthy delays in theilalision of electoral materials on
polling day in Rivers State. However, in a statemssued by the Resident Electoral

Commissioner, INEC claimed that:

“The Gubernatorial and the State House of Assenthictions in Rivers State
commenced at 8am in almost all the 23 local govemntnareas of the State... In
virtually all the centres, material arrived at 8ipulated time. By this, we have now
proved that the late arrival of materials can nogkr be a part of Independent
National Election Commission’s culture (...

SDN catalogued a series of incidents that cle@fiyte INEC’s version of events.

In Obio/Akpor LGA in Port Harcourt, observers vsitthree wards and reported that
there was ‘nothing there’ at any of the pollingtaniisited between 08.30 and 09.00.
Anxious-looking voters were seen waiting in alletddocations. In three communities
in Degema LGA (Bakana, Ke and Tombia), electoralemals had not arrived at the
polling units by 10.40, while in Etche LGA, thedirbatch of materials were not
dispatched to the wards until 11.00. In Emohua |.@&#&re were significant delays in

the release of materials from the Local Governntestretariat; distribution to the

9 Quoted from original copy signed statement of i@dnef Rowland A. Uwa, Resident Electoral
Commissioner Rivers State, 15th April 2007
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wards did not begin until 11.30. In ward 17 of QBikpor LGA, neither materials nor
officials had arrived by 12.10.

In addition to the delays in the distribution ofteraals, problems arising from the late
recruitment and/or accreditation of INEC officiadsd ad hoc staff were reported
across the State. In Emohua LGA, a crowd gathirgulotest at the failure of INEC
to provide accreditation to a group of people wiaaneed that they had been hired by
the Electoral Commission. The late recruitmeniNEC staff was also a key factor in
the general confusion about the electoral proassccurred in the Ogbunabali area
of PHALGA. Observers reported that INEC officialsl not know where to take the
ballot papers to be counted at the end of the dayvweere eventually seen walking
towards the Collation Centre for the LGA, carryibgllot boxes in the streets, at
around 16.00.

Irregularities with election materials

The absence of summary results sheets from theagaskof materials distributed

throughout the State was one of the most serioogplzints aired by observers and
voters alike. Observers also reported complairds fome ballot papers were missing
from the materials distributed to the wards. Thiesgularities lead to protests in a
number of areas, some of which resulted in destmucf polling materials and/or the

cancellation of voting.

SDN received reports of missing results sheets Bakana, Tombia and Buguma in
Degema LGA, wards 2, 11 and 19 of Obio/Akpor LGAsri®a LGA and wards 10,
11, 19 and 20 and the Collation Centre in Port blatcLGA. In the Elekahia area of
Obio/Akpor LGA (ward 19), people refused to votecdnase of the missing results
sheets and were witnessed shouting ‘no result sheetvoting’. In Somiari
(PHALGA), the community chiefs and a group of yautbld INEC officials to take
the ballot boxes away from the polling stationghesy would not vote unless results
sheets were provided, while in Abonemma (also PHA),\C party supporters also
refused to vote. The supporters then closed tie tholling stations in the vicinity.
Soldiers attempted to restore the polling statlmuntswere prevented from doing so by
the crowd.
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In Asari-Toru LGA, only 500 of the 7500 allocatedllbt papers were delivered to
Asari-Toru Constituency 1, the constituency wheme AC candidate, Boma
Goodhead, was contesting for a seat in the Stateséiof Assembly. Accusations
were also made that the results sheets providethéoLGA were fake. A group of
armed youth were seen heading in the directionhef folice station in Buguma
(where all the election materials for Asari-Toru AGvere being stored) on
motorbikes shortly before the station was attaciked all materials were destroyed.

As a result of this destruction, no voting tookgalan Asari-Toru LGA.

Harassment of voters & observers

Incidents of harassment and/or intimidation of vetand election observers were
reported across the States. These incidents rfmogethe failure to safeguard the
secrecy of the vote (thus leaving voters vulneratdethe influence of party

supporters) to the detention of election observaidsin all, these incidents generated

a negative atmosphere, which deterred voters frxrcesing their democratic rights.

In Elele (Ikwerre LGA), the polling booths were sgtin the open, allowing voters no
privacy in which to cast their vote. A crowd — whiincluded INEC officials —

gathered around the polling station and shout®bfPP!" were heard. In wards 11 and
19 of PHALGA, observers reported that only PDP sugys were allowed to cast
their votes. The influence of the PDP was alsahseeEmohua, where all party
agents except those of the PDP were prevented draaring the Local Government
Secretariat to oversee the allocation and disiobubf electoral materials, while in
Obio/Akpor, an agent of the DPP was harassed byoapgof PDP supporters. He

later fled the scene.

The activities of the observers were also inhibited number of places. In Emohua,
observers from different organisations were presgntfrom entering Local
Government Secretariat to witness the distribubbrelectoral materials. An SDN
observer (who was accompanied by an internatiomaham rights monitor) was
eventually able to gain access after speaking wisienior official at the secretariat.

In Obio/Akpor, observers were told to leave the dloGovernment Secretariat by

17



agents of the State Security Service (SSS). Thag wld they could come back later
once the votes had been counted and the results kmexvn. In the most serious
incident reported, two election observers (repdytedth the Niger Delta Youth for
Non-Violent Elections) were detained by SSS officer Okrika LGA after the Local
Government Chairman alleged that they were ageinth® of the political parties.
Their arrests followed a disturbance at the Loocav&nment Secretariat arising from
a dispute between the current Chairman and a foi@teirman of the council.
Everyone gathered in and around the building wihakttoleave and military personnel

were seen flogging those who did not comply immiediya

Overt interference in the electoral process

In addition to the covert interference in the edeak process described above, there
were a number of serious incidences in which tleegss was openly — and in some
instances violently — subverted by partisan grouplse hijacking of ballot boxes was
sufficiently widespread to be characterised aslect@al practice in itself; one which

enabled elites to prevent the voters of RiverseStaim exercising their right to vote.

In Ward 10 of PHALGA, the current Deputy Speakertttd Rivers State House of
Representatives, Mr. Austin Opara, was seen hamiogey to PDP supporters at
13.00. In Ward 11 (PHALGA), at the Palace of thgefh of Rumueme (a traditional
ruler), observers watched as results sheets (Wiachonly arrived after 16.00) were
filled in by PDP supporters in front of three otlirdividuals that claimed to be other
party agents but they failed to contest the res@n these results sheets, the results
for all parties except the PDP were recorded ast@sy while the result for the PDP

itself was left blank.

Attempts to hijack election materials — particufaobllot boxes — were reported in a
number of areas. In Emohua LG, a group of peopdsymed to be agents of the
DPP, attempted to hijack materials from the Localv&nment Secretariat while
firing guns into the air. They succeeded in gettiold of the materials for ward 3,
but were allegedly instructed to return them a shdrile later by a local chief. In

Etche LGA, ballot boxes were snatched by armed Blfporters, and it was claimed

by eyewitnesses that this was supported by thegolShots were fired in the course
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of the raid and one person was reported injuredsindilar incident was witnessed in
Okrika LGA, as armed rival gangs (PDP and AP) atteth to hijack ballot boxes.
The PDP group reportedly took the boxes they hgdcto the Local Government
Secretariat, where they thumb-printing ballot papand stuffed the boxes. Eye

witnesses reported seeing the bodies of two men e raid.

Following a similar incident in Degema LGA, a groofpabout 40 ANPP supporters —
reportedly lead by the party’s candidate for Dep@twvernor, Mr. Sunny M. Harry —
staged an attack on a hotel in the Harry’s Towra afeObuama where PDP members
and hired thugs were thumb-printing the ballot papgbey had earlier hijacked. A
number of the PDP supporters were injured in theackt including the Ward

Supervisor for ward 6 whose arm was broken.

Electoral violence
Although the general level of election-related emte was lower than that withessed

during the 2003 elections, a number of seriouskstavere seen in Rivers State.

On the eve of the elections, two police station®amt Harcourt (Obio/Akpor LGA)
were burnt down in attacks thought to be linkedh® vendetta of ex-political thug
Ateke Tont* and his boys. It was reported that this groupewieying to seize a
consignment of new weapons supplied by the Nigeg@mrernment to bolster security
around the elections. Seven police officers waledkin the two attacks. In a
separate event, a security patrol was attacketianearly hours of Saturday on the
Emohua-Degema-Abonnema Road (Asari-Toru LGA). &rsecurity personnel were
hospitalised after the attack (one of whom latexdyliand their patrol vehicle was
burnt out.

™ Ateke Tom later clamed responsibility for the el&in interviews with international media
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/ladfigeria21apr21,0,3157585.story?coll=la-home-
headlines
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BAYELSA STATE
GOVERNORSHIP & STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS: 14 APRIL 2007

In Bayelsa State, SDN Observers visited 4 Localgbawent Areas (LGAS):
- Ekeremor
. Ogbia
. Southern ljaw

- Yenagoa

Election Trends

Delays

On polling day, the Resident INEC CommissionerBaryelsa State, Dr. Humphrey
Nwangeme, issued a statement declaring the conmunissreadiness to conduct
elections in the State. Despite this, there weponts of widespread delays in the
distribution of materials to polling stations andpnsequently, delays in the
accreditation of voters and voting itself. Thisynexplain the low turnout witnessed
by many observers. One observer also reportednigetirat people perceived these
delays to be a deliberate strategy on the partN&Q to rig the results. These
problems were particularly acute in riverine area&or example, no electoral
materials were witnessed in Nembe and Southern Lj@4s, while those intended

for Ekeremor and Brass LGAs did not arrive untibuard 17.00. In Yenagoa LGA,

delays were widespread and there was considerabieision about where polling

stations were to be located. In the Opolo aredenfagoa, no officials had arrived by
13.30. In the nearby Kpansia and Yenezue neighloodid) neither officials nor

materials had arrived by 14.00. In the Agudama,aatso within Yenagoa, voting did
not start until after 14.30.
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Irregularities with election materials
There were no reports of missing or incompletedbatiaterials in Bayelsa. However,
given the widespread delays and failures of digted noted above, there were very

few electoral materials witnessed by observers.

Harassment of voters & observers

In those areas where voting took place, there feawereports of open harassment of
voters or observers. However, in both Okaka andns@, in Yenagoa LGA,
observers reported that voters were not alloweebte in secret. In Okaka, a young
man was seen showing voters how to thumb-printr thellot papers while in

Kpansia, an INEC official described the voting @ss as an ‘open secret'.

Overt interference in the electoral process

Few incidents of overt interference in the eledtpracess were reported by observers
in Bayelsa. In Ogbia LGA, members of Otuasega canity told an observer that
they feared that the outcome of the elections reshhdecided two days before. It
was claimed that community leaders had been sumeddng the State Governor and
told to leave everything in the hands of the PDIP.was also suggested that the
community was unlikely to receive any electoral enais as voters in that area were
known to support an opposition candidate for theus¢oof Assembly. In Odi
community (Kolokuma/Opokuma LGA), it was reportédttvoting was controlled by
agents of the PDP.

Violent attacks
On the eve of the elections, the Bayelsa State Goveand PDP Vice Presidential
candidate Dr Goodluck Jonathan, made a State-widgision and radio broadcast in

which he called for all Bayelsans to vote in a géalcand proper manner

In the run up to the elections, 4 people were shatkilled in two separate incidents
within Yenagoa. All four victims were known PDPpgorters. On the night of
Wednesday 11 April, a PDP member from Twon Brass sanned down in a fast
food restaurant. This killing was reported in btith local and national press. On the

eve of the elections, three politicians rumouredhéoassociates of the gubernatorial
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candidate, Timipre Sylva, were shot and killed.e Three — two men and one woman
— were from Brass LGA and were attending a meethgre funds for the PDP’s
election-related activities in their LGA were beidigtributed. There are conflicting
accounts of the motive for these killings — somspsat robbery while others believe
the killings were politically motivated. Both thesittacks contributed to a sense of
fear among voters in the Yenagoa area and, therefmre a factor in the low turnout

reported throughout the State.
In Ogbia LGA, people expressed relief at the loweleof violence in their area and

said that they would rather have the peaceful mgghan be harassed by violent
political thugs as occurred in 2003.
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DELTA STATE
GOVERNORSHIP & STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS: 14 APRIL 2007

SDN Observation
In Delta State, SDN Observers visited 8 Local Gorant Areas (LGAS):

. Ethiope East . Ughelli North

- Ika North-East - Uvwie

- Oshimili South - Warri South

- Udu - Warri South-West

Election Trends

Delays
In areas observed, materials were not delivergubliong stations until after 11.00.

Irregularities with election materials

Results sheets were reported missing in a numberG#s including Uvwie and
Warri South West. In Warri South West, voting tdrat 13.00 and continued for
approximately 90 minutes before voters realised thare were no results sheets.
Protests ensued and the presiding officers wem timlleave the LGA by angry

crowds.

In Udu LGA, materials were distributed from the Bienal Police Station. The
Electoral Officer announced she was “withholding%3Jof materials] to avoid
wastage”. When asked why she said, “I don’t exjpet®0% turnout”. The materials

were then loaded into minibuses and driven away.

Harassment of voters & observers

On the eve of the elections, shots were fired awdrabelonging to an agent of the
PPA was destroyed at the Warri South Local GoventrBecretariat. On the day of
the polls, observers reported a pervading sendension in the State, which was
compounded by the heavy security presence in mreaisa Observers also reported
that, in many cases, it was security personnel sieéras who acted in breach of the

law — allowing only PDP members access to the plasbere materials were
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organised for distribution, taking possession ofldbaboxes while armed and
provoking violence. In ward 9 of Uvwie LGA, a tiadnal ruler described the

atmosphere as tense enough to ‘deter voters’.

In Uvwie LGA, violence erupted after election mé&és were taken from the Local
Government Secretariat just after 11.00. Sevezhicles — including a police patrol
van — were burnt out and a policeman was shot atbyeEjekpa Junction. He was
later confirmed dead. Approximately two hours latg crowd of PPA supporters
(lead by the PPA candidate for the State HousesskAbly) gathered to protest at the
omission of his name and party from ballot papefihe crowd were stopped by
police officers about 20m from the gate of the LoGovernment Secretariat.
Minutes later, the police drove into the crowd astdrted shooting. The PPA
candidate and two others were beaten and arrempgérently because the security
agents were angered by the presence of an obserherobserver was then harassed
by the security agents who stripped him of histsiiioney, mobile phones, election
observer credentials and forced him to sit on tlesgfor approximately 20 minutes.
They then took him and the other detainees to tiet Jask Force head office in
Warri. The observer was detained there for 10 m®ibefore the Commanding
Officer demanded from his junior officers an explaon for the observer’s arrest.
The observer's explanation for his presence at $eeretariat and his INEC

credentials convinced the commander to releasgusthbefore 14.00.

Interference in the electoral process

One observer described the conduct of INEC in D8&ttde as ‘ridiculous’, citing the
example of Uvwie LGA where the Electoral Officersvabsent from the area on the
day of the elections. The returning Electoral €dfi was seen at the Local
Government Secretariat at 22.30 on the eve of kbetiens but ‘that was the only
time we set our eyes upon the Electoral Officestaading to one witness. The same
EO was also alleged to have removed all of theltesheets for the LGA shortly

after the materials were delivered to the Local &pment Secretariat.

Thumb-printing of ballot papers and stuffing of Ibalboxes was reported in at least
three LGAs in the State. In ward 4 of Ika NorttrsEaGA, PDP members were seen
thumb-printing ballot papers in the polling statimeated at Ngala Primary School.
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The police were called but did not intervene. PBDPEmbers were seen thumb-
printing ballot papers in full view of the policéfioers stationed at the INEC office in
Warri South at 17.30. A similar situation was e#sed in Uvwie Local Government
Secretariat a short while later. In Udu, two peogkre reportedly killed in clashes
that erupted as PDP members attempted to returiot babxes to the Local

Government Secretariat.

Violent attacks

There were a number of violent attacks throughbatday in Delta State, some of
which can be characterised as a response to trespried rigging described above.
In Ethiope East LGA, widespread unrest culminatethe burning of the INEC office
in Ukwuani and a police station in Abraka. Oneigmhan was killed in the attack.
The house and restaurant of a prominent PDP mearizethe house of the serving
Commissioner for Special Duties on Project Monitgriwere burnt by angry DPP
supporters who suspected that ballot boxes hadth&en into the properties. In Udu
LGA, three people were killed and a number of vigdsiavere destroyed in an arson
attack on the house of a PDP ‘stalwart’ after isvaleged that ballot boxes had been

taken there. Violence continued throughout thétndter the elections.
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SDN Observation
In Akwa Ibom State, SDN Observers visited 12 Ldgalvernment Areas (LGAS):

- Abak - lIkono

. Eastern Obolo . Ikot Ekpene
- Essien Udim - Obot Akara
- Etim Ekpo - Oruk Anam
- Ibiono Ibom - Ukanafun

- lka - Uyo

NB. The European Union Election Observer Missi@oaleployed observers in Akwa Ibom State.

Election Trends

Delays

The start of polling was delayed in many of theaareisited by observers in Akwa
Ibom State. INEC officials did not receive infortioa on the polling stations they
were to be posted to until the morning of Aprilddd many were unsure of the exact
location of the units. There were some delayshm distribution of materials to
polling stations in the State too. In Ikot Ekpdi@A, large crowds were seen waiting
to vote in wards 2 and 4 at around 10.30; neitN&Q officials nor election materials
had arrived by this time. In Oruk Anam LGA, votings extended until 18.00 due to

the late arrival of materials and the subsequelalyda the start of voting.

Irregularities with election materials
In contrast to Rivers State, there were no repoirtsiissing results sheets or other
irregularities with election materials. Howevergethwvidespread rigging witnessed

throughout the State renders this apparent achienesomewhat irrelevant.
The House of Assembly election in Eastern Obolo L@#&s cancelled due to the

omission of candidates’ nhames and party logos fteenballot paper. It has since

been announced that the election will take plac&larsday 26 April.
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Harassment of voters & observers

In many areas, voting took place in an apparendgcpful and orderly fashion.
However, as discussed in the following section, idamce of the PDP in many of
these places was such that people supporting piuties were discouraged from
attempting to exercise their right to vote. IntlEkpene LGA, gun shots were heard
in the early hours of Saturday morning and there avaieavy security presence at the
INEC office throughout the day, which reportediyeteed many people from coming

out to vote.

In Ikot Ekpene LGA (ward 3), observers were pregdrftom entering Ikot Otu Town
Hall polling station. It was reported that only PBupporters were allowed to vote at
this unit. In Oruk Anam LGA, two observers werenfronted by a group of armed
PDP thugs after witnessing the thumb-printing dfdbgapers in the bush. The thugs

threatened the observers with their weapons ancdéed money from them.

Interference in the electoral process

In many places in Akwa Ibom State, agents for tbé Pplayed an active role in the

subversion of the electoral process. In lka LGdY, éxample, a number of INEC

officials and their drivers were beaten by a grafpmen suspected to be PDP
supporters, while in Ikono LGA, observers repottieat PDP agents had hijacked the

voting.

The thumb-printing of ballot papers and stuffinghzfllot boxes was a widespread
problem in the State. Attempts were made to hijaakot boxes and disrupt the
voting in Eka Uruk Eshiet village, Etim Ekpo LGAn& in Afagha Obong, Abak
LGA, but police stationed nearby thwarted both mafits. In Ibot Obioko, Abak
LGA, election materials were successfully seizealgroup of thugs (suspected PDP
agents) and taken to the house of a PDP stalwhéreathe ballot papers were thumb-
printed. In Essien Udim LGA, the polling statiownsere empty as all materials had
been taken away to be thumb-printed, reportedlyPDP agents. A policeman
interviewed by observers at the Local Governmentdd(@ that no election had taken
place in the LGA. A similar story was reportedlimono Ibom LGA, and also in Ika
LGA, where materials were taken to the village halllkot Udum to be thumb-
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printed. In a separate incident in lka LGA, elestmaterials were hijacked by PDP
agents from Otomo village hall. Attempts by PPAtpagents and security personnel
to intervene were unsuccessful, resulting in angrgtests from villagers. The

election materials were later returned to the @ioltaCentre for the LGA and shots

were fired but no injuries were reported.

At St. Ann’s Primary School in Abiakpo lkot Essié€ikot Ekpene LGA), INEC
officials were confronted by PDP supporters whmthkarried the ballot papers and
boxes off into the bush for thumb-printing. In ®Anam LGA, ballot boxes were
hijacked from the Collation Centre by PDP agentd #4EC officials who were
escorted by police officers. Again, the ballot en&tls were taken into the bush for
thumb-printing. Following the hijacking of eleationaterials by armed PPA thugs in
Obot Akara LGA (which is home to the PPA gubernatocandidate), one voter
commented that the people there ‘don’t know whisaléot paper looked like’. Voters
at the Secondary Commercial School polling statioriboko Street, Uyo, were able
to cast their votes but after voting finished, thwagrried the remaining ballot papers
away for thumb-printing. In perhaps the most sesiocident of the day, about 15
armed men (suspected PPA thugs) attacked the Cesitre polling station in ward 1
of Ikot Ekpene LGA, fired shots into the air to sz&oters away and then carried two
ballot boxes into the bush. People fled the steriake cover in their houses and the

area was deserted.
Electoral violence

Outside of the violence associated with the hijaglaf electoral materials there were

no further reports of violent attacks — or injuriesr Akwa Ibom State.
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Overview

The Presidential and National Assembly electiorRiirers, Delta, Bayelsa and Akwa
Ibom State were systematically rigged by the incemifPDP) party. SDN observers
across the four States were struck with the d&dloment of the populace with the
electoral process. The ‘relative calm’ and resultiocal relief occurred because
people did not even believe that struggling forirthight to vote was worthwhile.
This disillusionment was also instrumental in kegpvoter turnout to a minimum.
Citizens across the four States also noted thatptheidential elections were less
important locally. This election further distandd@ citizens of the four States from
the President and Abuja. This disenfranchisemedtdisassociation is dangerous for
Nigeria, as aggrieved groups in the South-Southeasingly use violence to raise
their concerns. The appointment of Dr Goodluckailban as Vice President will not
be enough to satisfy the majority of disenfranathisgizens of Rivers, Delta, Bayelsa

and Akwa Ibom States.

Note: The trends observed by SDN were crosscuittirad) four states. In order to avoid repetition$D
has produced a comprehensive explanation of tretoete trends in Rivers State and then provided
case studies that highlight similar trends in BageDelta and Akwa Ibom States.
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In Rivers State, SDN Observers visited 14 Local @oment Areas (LGAS):

- Ahoada East - Khana

. Ahoada West . Ogu-Bolo

. Degema . Ogba-Egbema-Ndoni (ONELGA)
- Eleme - Okrika

- Emohua - Omumu

. Gokana . Port Harcourt (PHALGA)

- Ikwerre - Tai

Election Trends

Postponements

In a press release issued at 12.00, the ResidewtoEl Commissioner for INEC
Rivers State, Chief Rowland A. Uwa, announced thate would be no elections in
the three Senatorial Districts in the State. H® announced the postponement of the
House of Representatives elections in five Fed€istituencies: Gokana/Khana,
ONELGA/Ahoada West, Okrika/Ogu-Bolu, AkukuToru/Asdoru and PHALGA 1.

Elections in these constituencies were reschedatethursday 26 April 2007.

This announcement was disregarded in at least dBA In Rivers State. For
example, a presiding officer in Ahoada East (Wardo®l an SDN observer that the
Ward Supervisor had instructed INEC officials to gbead with the Senatorial

elections.

Irregularities with election materials

The trend of irregularities with voting materialsasvagain an issue during the
National elections in Rivers State. As was regbrieroughout the country, the

Presidential ballot papers arrived late in Rivei@eésand did not have serial numbers

printed on them. In a related development, delaythe delivery of materials to
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polling units were reported from across the State. George-Ama, Okrika LGA,

materials were not delivered until late afterno@rognd 16.00). It was later
explained that, following an incident in the areaing the previous week’s elections
when an INEC official was attacked and nearly bdradéive, attempts were being
made within the community to ensure the fair disttion of materials throughout the

ward (which is mainly riverine).

The absence of results sheets from polling statiasagain reported in various parts
of the State. In wards 5 and 8, Okrika LGA themravno results sheets but voting
took place regardless, while in Eleme LGA observeysorted that some polling
stations had neither results sheets nor the indeteéor voters to thumb-print their
ballot papers. Results sheets were also missorg the materials at Emohua Local
Government Secretariat. A team from the INEC Hétice in Port Harcourt
reportedly attempted to question the Local Govemin@hairman about the missing

results sheets, but were prevented from meetiriy lvit.

Voter disillusionment

The widespread disillusionment among voters foltayithe conduct of the State
elections on 14 April was compounded by the postpwent of National Assembly
elections in parts of Rivers State. In Okrika LGA&hen asked by an observer

whether they would be voting, one member of a g@iypung men replied:

“[Politicians] don’t win by their vote, they win byheir power... They empower
anyone they like.”

Harassment of voters & observers
Reports of harassment of voters and observers orere again widespread in Rivers
State. In some areas, a heavy security presemtebeted to a tense atmosphere,

which deterred people from coming out to vote.

In Emohua LGA, police and soldiers mounted roadkdarear the Local Government

Secretariat and searched all vehicles passing ghroun one incident, the security
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personnel opened fire on a truck that failed te $tguring one passenger. The truck
was later found to be carrying a large quantitynafrijuana. In a separate incident,
the security personnel detained three people trageh a minibus on suspicion of
carrying weapons. They were eventually releastat #ie vehicle was searched and
no weapons found. This heavy security presence uma®ubtedly a contributing
factor in the low voter turnout in the area.

At the Collation Centre for Okrika LGA, observersmn prevented from entering the
office where ballot papers were being thumb-priraed 6.00 and so had to observe
the activity through one of the windows. When thieservers returned to the
Collation Centre an hour later attempts were madarévent them from entering but
they eventually gained access. As they entereddbm, some people rushed out
carrying some of the white/red results sheets tblae half. It was unclear what
officials were doing with the various materialsytiead in the room and the presence
of the observers seemed to make them nervous.girBolo LGA, an observer was
not allowed into the Local Government Secretariatttoe ground that the ‘observer
guota’ had been filled by six members of the Pregitee Forum of Nigeria, who had

been accredited by INEC to observe the election.

In Beeri, Khana LGA, a group of observers wereckttd by armed youth who
stripped the observers of their mobile phones, maned INEC credentials. The
youth were said to be angry at the presence ofredxsein the area following the
media coverage generated in response to obsenargities during the State polls a

week before.

Interference in the electoral process

Overt partisan interference in the electoral preaeas a key feature in the polls on 21
April in Rivers State. Incidents ranged in seyefibom the failure of INEC officials
to accredit voters properly, to bribery of offigand police, thumb-printing of ballot

papers by officials and the hijacking of ballot bexby armed party supporters.

In ward 2 of Ahoada East, the presiding officer hatl ticked off the names of those

people on the voters’ registered who had voted.eméhallenged by an observer, the
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PO said she would tick off the names once votind fiaished. At the Collation
Centre for ward 4, also in Ahoada East, a polliffcer from another unit was seen
stamping thumb-printed ballot papers. When questip she said that she had not
been supplied with a stamp and so had been unals&amp voters’ ballot papers at
the time of voting. In ward 16 of Gokana LGA, vstevere allowed to vote without
producing their voters card and the register oerivas not used. Similarly in Tai
LGA, voting was done without the register and obsey saw under-aged voting take

place.

In the Bakana area of Degema LGA, INEC officialh@mvere suspected to be PDP
supporters) returned voting materials to the doltatentre before people had voted,
resulting in a noisy protest at Bakana Jetty. @aman was heard shouting: “This is
not an election!”, and imploring God to help theopdyy bringing God-fearing

leaders. In ONELGA, voting was described by onseobker as “stage-managed”.
The polling station in Erema unit 7 was located agite the house of the national
vice-chairman of the PDP for the South-South zd&@ef G.U. Ake, and officials

were not checking people’s identities against tbgister. When questioned, the
official claimed that he recognised everybody ie tmit. Following the observer’s

qguestioning, a supervisor brought the list of regisd voters and was then heard
assigning names to voters in the local dialect ¢Wwhivas translated by another

observer).

More overt examples of corrupt practices involvibNEC officials were seen in a
number of areas. At the INEC office in Okrika LGAn observer witnessed the
exchange of what appeared to be cash-filled enesltyetween the local government
chairman, INEC officials and policemen. Also in ik, in Oba-polo (Ward 3),
ballot boxes were taken to the house of the PDRr@ha for the LGA where ballot
papers were thumb-printed by INEC officials in fulew of both security personnel
and observers. Thumb-printing of ballot papersofficials was also witnessed in
ward 5 of Tai LGA.

The electoral process was hijacked by PDP suppoitieBori, Khana LGA who took
all results sheets and ballot papers to the tovpokce station. Observers then
witnessed the ballot papers being thumb-printedthgy PDP supporters. A large
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crowd of armed youths gathered outside the potiaos in protest at the rigging but
were dispersed by police officers who used tearagakfired warning shots into the
air. The youth also mounted roadblocks in thenvigiin protest. In Ahoada West
LGA, all of the ballot papers were taken to the d®of the Chief Whip, Rivers State
House of Assembly, in Ogbologbolo, where they warenb-printed. People in two
nearby communities (Ula-Okobo and Okobe) reporteat the same thing had
happened the previous week. A number of obsemedsa British journalist were
prevented from reaching Ogbologbolo by a roadblockinted by armed youths. The
youths claimed to have mounted the roadblock iporse to communal clashes in the

vicinity.

Violent attacks

In Degema, a group of armed militants lead by Rrifgodo attacked a convoy of
vehicles on the Degema-Emohua Road at 14.00. Tiltants were said to be angry
that they had not been paid by local politicianstfeir activities in the run up to and
during the April 21 polls. Three people were iediin the attack on the convoy — the
personal assistant to the Deputy Speaker, Rivate Souse of Assembly, the Deputy
Speaker’s brother and another of his family membéFhe Special Advisor to the

Rivers State Governor on Environment managed tapeson foot but his vehicle was
badly damaged in the attack. The road remainedkbtb for some time after the

incident.
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In Bayelsa State, SDN Observers visited 5 Localgbawent Areas (LGAS):

. Brass . Ogbia
. Ekeremor . Sagbama
. Kolokuma/Opokuma . Yenago

Election Trends

Irregularities with election materials

It was announced by the INEC Public Relations @ffior Bayelsa State, Mr. Timidi,
that distribution of election materials would commoe on the afternoon of Friday 20
April in an attempt to overcome the problems exg@red during the State elections.
The violent attack on the commission headquarteng;h took place around 1800 (as
outlined below) prevented this from happening. Ideer, when questioned by an
international observer at 07.00 on Saturday motnihg PRO gave assurances that

the distribution — and the elections — would goaghalbeit later than planned.

Prior to the attack on the INEC headquarters, oeserreported seeing observers’
badges, tabards and other materials scattered theerfloor of the offices and
expressed concern that anyone could help themsklvibgse items. Voter registers
and results sheets were later reported missinglihg stations in Yenagoa LGA,
ward 1. One INEC official also told an observennder conditions of anonymity —
that the materials intended for Brass LGA had bdigearted to an unknown location

in the Yenagoa area by PDP agents and INEC oficial

Voter disillusionment

The attack in Yenagoa on the eve of the electidissouraged voters — many of
whom were already deeply disillusioned following ttonduct of the State elections —
from coming out to vote and low turnout was repaigroughout Yenagoa LGA. In
contrast, a high turnout was reported in Otuekehi®§GA — the home of the Vice
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Presidential Candidate and Bayelsa State GoveriorGoodluck Jonathan was in

attendance and was seen encouraging people to vote.

Harassment of voters & observers
There was a heavy security presence throughoutgéenan polling day, with armed
soldiers mounting roadblocks. All vehicles werarsbed and observers witnessed

people being made to hold their hands in the ainénvicinity of the road blocks.

Interference in the electoral process

The absence of the voters’ register from some mapléitations facilitated the rigging
of the elections in some areas. This absence enalfiieials to stuff ballot boxes
without having to account for the ballot papersvidénce of this was seen in both
Saghama and Ogbia LGAs, where ballot boxes wetedfishortly after voting
starting, despite the low turnout of voters in baetteas. The absence of voters’
register also made it difficult for observers t@ndify polling unit numbers and/or
registration codes. Thumb-printing of ballot papéy police and INEC officials)

was also observed in ward 10, Yenagoa LGA.

In Sagbama LGA, members of wards 3 and 4 were gaé#rering at the Primary
Education Board for the distribution of party madakion funds before the elections
started. In ward 10, an observer witnessed PDRtagesing money to influence the
voting exercise. Local observers were reportedhgrg money in exchange for not
writing negative reports about the conduct of thecteons. In Odi community,

Kolokuma/Opokuma LGA, the distribution of party nigdation funds lead to a

dispute involving community youths who were andrgttthey had not received their

share. Voting materials were scattered in thegsec

Violent attacks
On the eve of the elections, the Bayelsa State Qesmoner of Police, Mr. Julian
Okpaleke, issued a statement declaring the readiiethe police to maintain peace

during the elections. He also urged the peopl8ajelsa to be law-abiding and
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peaceful, warning that those who committed offengesld be transferred to Abuja

for prosecution.

At 18.00 on Friday evening, observers visiting INEC State headquarters reported
hearing what sounded like fireworks. Within a fewnutes, it became clear that the
noise was in fact gunfire and was coming from theeation of Swale River.
Militants approached the INEC headquarters, exdngngunfire with the military
and civilians were forced to flee from the areaghkng continued in the vicinity of
the INEC office, which is close to the Governmemiusle complex, and a number of
buildings were badly damaged. Observers laterrtegseeing three bodies and five
soldiers were said to be receiving treatment aFttieral Medical Centre in Yenagoa.
Differing accounts of the attack — particularly theotives behind it — have been
reported. In one version, it is said that the tanilis were attempting to release one or
more of their members from police custody, while Bayelsa State Governor, in a
radio interview after the attack, said that incidems politically-motivated and that
arrests would follow. It was widely reported thia¢ attack was an attempt to disrupt
the elections by burning down the State INEC offacel other government facilities,
possibly in protest at the way the gubernatoriat®@bns were conducted the previous

week.
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SDN Observation
In Delta State, SDN Observers visited 8 Local Goment Areas (LGAS):

- Ndokwa East - Uvwie

- Ndokwa West - Warri South

. Ughelli North - Warri South-West
- Ughelli South

Election Trends

Postponements

At 09.00 on polling day, the Public Relations Odficfor INEC in Delta State
announced that all elections in many parts of tia@eSvere postponed until Thursday
26 April. In a press briefing given at 14.30, fResident INEC Commissioner for
Alhaji Ismaila Abdulkareem, confirmed the postpomernof Senatorial elections in
Delta North Senatorial District and the House ofpRsentatives elections in Ika
North-East/lka South, Aniocha North/Aniocha Souttnili North/Oshimili South,
Isoko North/Isoko South and Warri North/Warri Souttarri South-West Federal
Constituencies. The postponement was ‘until furtifetice’. The Commissioner also
confirmed that Presidential elections would tak&cplin all 25 LGAs in the State as

planned.

Irregularities with election materials

Delays were reported in various parts of the Stdter example, in Ughelli South
LGA, observers found neither materials nor the tled Officer when they visited
the INEC office in Udu Jeremi at 10.45. In Ndowk@st, no materials for the Senate
election were available for distribution at the Bb&overnment Secretariat. There
was also a shortage of ballot papers for the Hofis&presentatives elections, while
Presidential election materials were said to bepteta. By 13.30, no ballot papers

had arrived in wards 1, 9 and 10, despite havingnbéispatched from the Local
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Government Secretariat at 12.00 and accompanietdolly INEC supervisors and
security personnel. Shortages of ballot paperseweported for all three wards.
Shortages of ballot papers were also reported imelligNorth LGA; 500 ballot papers
each for the Senate and House of Representatigetiogls were delivered to a unit

with 1820 registered voters.

In Ughelli North LGA, an observer asked if they wbeome back to observe the
counting later in the day and was told that: “Cognimere will be a question of
formalities as INEC has given them [the field St&fM cards”, and a number to send
their results to. It seemed that counting was rme&amake place in the wards/units
and then the returning officers send their resolta GSM number. In Uvwie Local
Government Secretariat, an INEC official was seéimg on a step counting ballot
papers and entering results on to results sh@éts.results sheets were then collected

by other people, who were not INEC officials.

Voter disillusionment
Turnout of voters was generally low throughout State. In Uvwie LGA, voters

were said to have a “lacklustre” approach to voting

Harassment of voters & observers
In Ughelli North, voters at one polling station weharassed by PDP agents
demanding to know if they were “loyal”. A PDP agevas also seen standing over

the ballot box “helping” voters post their ball@tpers.

In Uvwie LGA, a presiding officer went to the Loc&8overnment Secretariat to
inquire about the ballot papers for his ward, whigd not yet arrived. A man
standing next to him was heard making a disparagemgark about the elections,
which angered the soldiers standing nearby. Thiese then turned on the presiding
officer — who refused to run away as he had dorikimgp wrong — and whipped him

before making him roll in the mud to humiliate him.
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Interference in the electoral process

In Asaba, the Delta State capital, it was repottted voters were given multiple ballot
papers to thumb-print. In Ndokwa West LGA, an abeewitnessed six cars loaded
with election materials leaving the Local Governm&ecretariat in Kwale and
heading for Mango Hotel, where the ballot papersewtumb-printed. The Hotel
was guarded by heavily-armed soldiers and politizafjs. Witnesses in two separate
wards of the LGA later confirmed that no electioaterials were delivered and that
voting did not take place. When informed of theeation, the Electoral Officer for
the LGA told an observer that:

“I have given out the materials. If they takedtdomewhere how would | know? | am here
[in my office] and therefore cannot know what ippaning out there”.

A similar situation was reported in the neighbogritGA, Ndowka East. In Aniocha
North LGA, a young man was reportedly shot deadhlongs after he filled in a result
sheet in favour of the PDP.

Violent attacks
SDN did not witness or gain credible informatiorfufther electoral violence in Delta

State during these elections.
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AKWA |BOM STATE
PRESIDENTIAL & N ATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS: 21 APRIL 2007

In Akwa Ibom State, SDN Observers visited 19 Ldgallernment Areas (LGAS):

. Abak . Ikot Ekpene
- Eastern Obolo - Ini

- Eket - Nsit Ibom

- Esit Eket - Obot Akara
- Essien Udim - Okobo

. Etim Ekpo . Onna

. Etinan - Oron

- Ibesikpo Asutan - Uruan

. Ibiono Ibom - Uyo

- Ikono

Election Trends

Postponements
In Akwa Ibom State, the Senate election was postpan one of the three senatorial
districts (Eket) due to the omission of candidatemmes and parties from the ballot

papers. The Senate election in these districtd@iheld on Thursday 26 April.

Irregularities with election materials

Delays in the distribution of electoral materiatsdgposting of INEC officials were
reported throughout the State. At the INEC officdkot Ekpene LGA, there were
serious delays in the posting of officials to tladlipg stations in the area. Voting did
not start in Ikot Ekpene until 15.00 as a res@imilar delays were reported in Uruan
LGA, where neither materials nor officials weregaet by 12.40 at the polling station
in Ekpene Udim Primary School. In Ukpap Ikot Idafeard 11, Ikono LGA), the
polling station in the village square was desemdren observers visited at 13.00.
People nearby reported that INEC officials had twwhed up, and that voters had
given up waiting for elections to start. In Obdtaka LGA, voting in ward 1 did not
start until after 13.30 as the polling station weslerstaffed and the single official
posted there was unable to cope with the volunpeople wanting to vote.
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Problems arising from missing or incomplete eleaitanaterials were also reported by
a number of observers. In ward 2 of Ibesikpo Asut&A, AC party agents were

heard arguing with INEC officials over the absemderesults sheets. It was also
reported that less than 500 ballot papers had debkwvered to one unit in the ward,

which had 549 registered voters. The voters’ tegiwas reported missing from ward
8 of Obot Akara LGA and people were allowed to viveely as a result (including

those who had not registered with INEC before thetmns).

Voter disillusionment

A peaceful atmosphere prevailed throughout mosthef State on polling day.
However, the absence of violence can be attribtdetie electorate’s resignation to
the systematic rigging orchestrated by the PDPkwalbom. As one observer put it,

elections in the State were:

“Generally peaceful but certainly not free andfair

Low turnouts were reported from a number of differecations in the State. In one
polling station in lkono LGA, an observer asked INEC officials what would

happen to the ballot papers that were not usedwaredtold that “all ballot papers
must be thumb-printed”. It would seem fair to cone, therefore, that the low

turnout was seen as an opportunity for rigginghim $tate.

Harassment of voters & observers

In those areas where ballot boxes had been snatdhedg the State elections,
turnout was generally low for the National elecsonin Obot Akara LGA, which is
home to the PPA gubernatorial candidate, voteggedtaway from polling stations for
fear of a repeat of the previous week’s eventseirTtears were realised at 16.00,
when armed PPA thugs opened fire to scare the &ersywho had turned up to vote
away, before attempting to make off with the ballokes. In Ikono LGA, voting was
interrupted at a polling station in ward 1 at 11.20fight broke out among the people
gueuing to vote when a serving councillor in thealoadministration arrived and
insisting on skipping the queue. In ward 11 of ®hGA, voters waiting for polling
to begin in ward 11 at 15.30 fled the area aftdicpdired shots into the air. In Ikot

Edor (ward 10, Onna LGA), armed youth were seethencompound of the Akwa
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Ibom Secretary to the Federal Government, whose isifi Senatorial candidate for
the PDP.

Interference in the electoral process

Overt interference in the electoral process wasspdead in Akwa Ibom State. In
Essien Udim LGA (which is home to the PDP’s gubt@arial candidate for the State),
the elections were characterised as a ‘carry-gd &frthing’ by one observer. Polling
stations had been set up in the compound of thed @vernment chairman’s house
and youths were openly thumb-printing papers. Awaybwho turned up to vote was
‘entertained with drinks’. In ward 4 of Ibesikpcs#tan LGA, two PDP agents were
seen thumb-printing ballot papers. An argumenkérout as one voter declared her
intention to vote for the AC. She was then sedmganore than once in full view of
both the Electoral Officer and police officer stagéd there.

The thumb-printing of ballot papers by PDP agenithiw polling stations was
reported across the State. In Eket LGA, obserwdtrsessed this occurring in five
different wards, while in neighbouring Esit Eket AGpeople were prevented from
casting votes by PDP agents thumb-printing paperatileast two wards. At the
Lutheran School in Ikot Obio Offong, Ibesikpo AsutaGA, an observer complained
to the ward chairman of the PDP about the thumittipg by electoral officers but
was advised to just: “Take it as it is”. As thesetver was leaving the polling station,
the chairman approached her and tried to give B0 Naira, asking her not to be
angry about what she’d seen. The observer reftsedribe. In Okobo LGA, both
police and INEC officials were involved in the thiowprinting of ballot papers. In
ward 9 of the LGA, an observer was told by an INBfiicial that she was
‘confirming the votes’. A crowd of approximately0 2youths — who identified
themselves as PDP boys — were gathered nearbykhthé observer that they were
waiting for their money to come. Attempts were mao conceal the fact that INEC
officials were thumb-printing ballot papers in wat@ of Oron LGA. An observer

reported hearing a PDP agent imploring staff too fo[thumb-printing] quickly”.

Hijacking of electoral materials from polling stats was another widespread
problem in the State. In Abak LGA, men thoughtb® PPA agents attempted to
snatch ballot boxes from the INEC office but werevented from doing so by PDP
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and AC agents. Elsewhere in Abak, all of the nialerfor ward 1 were taken to
Ibagwa army barracks where an observer witnessedtithmb-printing of ballot
papers by suspected PDP agents. Disgruntled veterse heard cursing INEC
officials for allowing themselves to be corruptedn ward 2 of the same LGA,
electoral materials were taken to the house of B Bltong man for thumb-printing.
When an observer visited the residence, she waseoff2000 Naira to keep quiet
about the rigging, which she refused. A similduaiion was reported in Nsit lbom
LGA, where no voting took place as all materialsl lieeen taken to the house of a

PDP supporter for thumb-printing.

Violent attacks

As noted above, the atmosphere on polling day iwaAkbom was generally peaceful.
However, in Etim Ekpo LGA, a gunfight broke out Ween two rival PDP factions

over the hijacking of election materials from theckl Government Secretariat. Gun
fire continued for the next three hours and an olesereported that the area was

deserted as everyone — including police officeran-for cover.
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Election Results

The election results declared in Rivers, Bayelseltd) and Akwa lbom state bore
little or no relationship to the level of votingtaty observed by SDN and its partner

organisations. SDN observed the announcement oltsés Rivers state.

In some areas such as Tai Local Government (99u6%out), Gokana (97%) and
Emohua (98.8%) turnout for the Governorship elegtithe figures would be
guestioned under any circumstances.

In other LGAs the open disregard for any semblafqaeserving electoral procedure
was documented by SDN, other observer groups anthgbists. The complete
disregard for counting, storage and protection allob papers was noted in Port
Harcourt LGA- the closest LGA to the INEC State Hgaarters.

Ballot papers from the State Assembly and GovehipiSlections, discarded in the PHLGA INEC offig#hotographed during
the Presidential Poll Saturday*24pril 2007

SDN and other observers repeatedly interviewed aa d$taff returning election
materials to PHALGA’s INEC office on April ¥4 and April 2. On several
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occasions ad hoc staff admitted that ballot paipetise boxes they were returning had

not been counted before their own departure.

The phenomenon of votes being recorded for panties were not on the ballot
papers was recurring and problematic. It is diftitca see how this was possible if
ballots were being counted. The most dramatic cass Asari Toru Local
Government Presidential Election vote (where edestithe previous weekend had not
taken place due to youths destroying materialsr attey realised the election
materials were incomplete.).

Results as read out by the River State INEC Coniariss.

Asari Toru LGA Summary Voids ordered by REC at
Presidential Election Vote Rivers State office
Registered Voters 97,569

Parties Vote

Accord 354 VOIDED -not on ballot
AC 6,114

AD AD 662

ADC 17

APS 21

ANPP 591

AGPA 47

ACD 2 VOIDED -not on ballot
ARP 25 VOIDED -not on ballot
ALP 1 ?

BNPP 22

CPP 7

DPP 460

FDP(Fresh) 214

HDP 5

LP 115 VOIDED -not on ballot
NDP 27

NPC 10

NC 1 ?? Not clear if voided
PDP 56,355

PPA 62

RDP 6 VOIDED -not on ballot
JP 1 VOIDED -not on ballot
WDP 1 VOIDED -not on ballot
RPN 2 ?

NMPP 1 ? Voided?

UNPP 61 VOIDED -not on ballot
Rejected initial 638

Revised Rejected 1,205

Votes Cast 65,822

Turnout 67.5 %(SDN calculation)
PDP share 85.6 % (SDN calculation)
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In several other LGAs results were implausible lonmsily faked. The Eleme LGA

vote for the presidential election had exactly ©8,0otes cast with results for its 10
wards each casting votes in exact round figuregndhLGA did not record a single
void vote in its Presidential ballot.

The announced results were in vast contrast tovtiter participation witnessed by
SDN. In all three states SDN observers noted eitbey low levels of participation or
no observable voters, while results either recordeslty high and therefore

guestionable turnouts.

The declared results have damaged the credibifitthe polls locally as ordinary
voters were aware of the level of real participatio their area. The results will also
reinforce a controversy over results sheets andtowyof votes in any future election

unless systematic reform is undertaken.

Ahead of the Presidential Election INEC directedt tresults sheets should be posted
at collation centres at every stage of the eletjmmacess to increase transparency.
SDN observers did not witness one pasted resulitshethe states they observed.
Although on May ¥ in Rivers state one observer was told that theyjhst missed a
results sheet that had been pasted for the pretwaudays.

The failure of INEC to produce the actual resukeess and ballots caused serious
problems with the electoral tribunals after the 2@ection. Initial post elections
inquiries suggest this has continued in 2007 aesaggerated level. When SDN
requested on May®Bresults from the Rivers State House of Assemiggtans held
two weeks previously it was told that the resulesevnot available, but they had been
given out during a press conference. However tH#i®Relations Officer could not

recall when the press conference was held.
The Resident Electoral Commissioner subsequentiietitook to provide copies of

the State House Assembly results to SDN by Fridd} May as they were still

unavailable at time of an interview on Monday7thyMa
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The ‘Re Runs’ 28April: Senate, National Assembly and State Assembly
Elections: Rivers and Delta States

Summary
On Saturday 28 April re-run elections were scheduled in Delta &iders states for
positions where elections had been delayed eitbertd deficiencies in the ballot

papers or conflicts in the affected locations.

SDN observed the Rivers re-runs in a limited numbiewvards and noted media
reports that Delta State materials arrived so tla#e the newly appointed Resident

Commissioner delayed elections until Sunda$} 2@ril.

In Rivers State all 3 Senate positions were beimgtested, along with 5 Federal

House of representative positions and 4 State Alsisesaats.

SDN primarily observed in Port Harcourt local gaveent (PHLGA) on the basis
that any improvements on the part of INEC wouldveha the two urban local

governments. It also received observer reports filoenOgoni LGAs of Khana and
Gokana. On every significant measure the electimre worse than those of previous
weekends. Turnout was so low that it effectivedyaed to a boycott. Polling units
opened late and closed hours ahead of their sadedime and there was no

indication that a serious effort to undertake attbn was being made.

In PHLGA, SDN observed polling units in D Line a@vic Centre Ogbunabali
where polling clerks interviewed claimed to havesimgd between 10:30 and 11:30
am. No voters were seen in D Line’s seven unithattime of the visit. By 1:30pm

the units had closed with no sign of staff or matsr
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The results for PHALGA constituency | for the HoudeRepresentatives, announced
on Sunday 29 April, produced a turnout of 97,914 voters (a S&#mout). On paper

the Khana-Gokana constituency achieved a turnod2®§ which was entirely at odds
with observer visits which suggested a repetitibmigging and even lower turnouts

than previous elections.

In Delta State one senatorial candidate for the RB® defeated by the Accord party.
This has caused an unusual problem for the PDP itgithwn supporters accusing it
of rigging the election in favour of the Accord pacandidate. Factions within the
PDP in the state who opposed the candidacy of tlie wf the national PDP
Chairman, Ahmadu Ali, appear to have won a localtest for control. However, the
contest appears to have had little to do with elattparticipation as results produced

turnout figures which at best seem extraordinary.
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Election Tribunals

Various governments and international observer ggobiave repeatedly called on
Nigerians to make use of election tribunals to Ikesgrievances. Without adequate
support history demonstrates that these are velilgelynto act as a balance to the

democratic injustice.

Election tribunals held after the 2003 electionsemsidely criticised for delays, lack
of impartiality, and an unreasonable burden onngiféé who must show “beyond
reasonable doubt” that an election did not holde Thedibility of the tribunals and
higher courts was not helped by their handlingpdeals where even evidence of the

most blatant rigging was rejected as either insidgfit or rejected outright.

The cost of an election tribunal case is excesawe made worse by a standard
practice of defendants using technicalities to blac dismiss cases, often with
tribunals appearing willing to back such behavidar2003 the ANPP Governorship
candidate in Rivers State had to go to the Supr@wmert to compel an election
tribunal to even hear his case. The Election Trédbaase of the Presidential Elections
in 2003 ranged through the tribunal and court sysbefore being dismissed after 3
years. It took 3 years for Anambra AGPA Governirslandidate to win his tribunal

casé? despite the most blatant failure of the electivthie state.

There are some signs that the court system coypdowe. Ahead of 2007 elections
the Court of Appeal issued fresh instructions #ioutnals on the handling of evidence
and submissions which are intended to improve teed and efficiency of the
process. However, these instructions do not apjeedeal with the role of INEC in

making materials available to plaintiffs and defamis. This will be a major problem.

The conduct of INEC before and during election uniéls in 2003 was deeply
troubling, as a court order was frequently requicedompel INEC to grant access to
result sheets and other materials that would ndymia¢ expected to be public
documents. In all cases of which SDN is aware INB&intained a position as a

defendant who would back election results, no matb& unreasonable.

2 The Anambra case was the only significant vicatrg003 tribunals and occurred in the context of a
PDP internal feud which suggested the result wa® mpolitical than a useful precedent
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INEC’s national office has said that it will co-opé with tribunals, but its stout
defence of results at a state and national levgessts that this ‘co-operation’ will at

best be as a defence witness for results.

Early evidence indicates that little has changettesi2003. Opposition parties in
Rivers State are already complaining of lack oleasdo results, which are a key pre-
requisite to filing tribunal cases. When SDN vidithe Rivers State Headquarters of
INEC on Thursday May "3 it was told by the Public Relations Officer thaat®
House of Assembly results were not available. TRORIso said results for National
Assembly elections had been pasted at the INECdueatrs for the last 2 days, but

had unfortunately been defaced and rem&ted

Election tribunals will not begin any serious wantktil at least late May as candidates
have 30 working days to submit petitions. The Ney®ar Association has announced
that it intends to monitor tribunals. The Bar Adation President, Olisa Agbakoba

has also written a 2003 guide to tribunals andexie.

As yet, SDN is not aware of any international commeint to observe at election
tribunals despite the reliance on the tribunalssiatements by various observer
missions and governments. This should be a pritwitgovernments wishing to show

they are credible and interested supporters of deawy in Nigeria.

3 SDN had questioned the absence of ‘pasting ofteeshieets’ at a Press Conference held in the state
headquarters of INEC on Sunday"28pril
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Conclusions

The 2007 elections mark a critical point in Nig&rigransition towards becoming a
functional democracy. Political elites, who haveowh little or no regard for

democracy at the local level over the past eiglarsiehave cemented their personal
control over the country’s resources. The 2007 tigles clearly demonstrate the
disconnect between the majority of the populatiod Eaders in many states who are

effectively appointed with violent disregard forighia will.

Nigerian society and the international communityvritave no other choice than to
tackle head on this subversion of democracy. Tteradtive is to consign Nigeria’'s
population to years of rule by a self appointedtetarFailure to act will also
undermine Nigeria’s ability to credibly play a ratethe African Union, Ecowas and
NEPAD while also lowering the bar for democraticndact in other African

countries.

In the Niger Delta, there should be little reassueataken from the limited violence
observed on election days. The systematic disectiis@ment of the regions
population provides support for groups advocatiog dr seeking to justify armed
struggle. The resultant conflict escalation is ooty likely to further impoverish the
population, but will also impact on the region’silityp to deliver the oil resources

which other nations have made clear drives the@idm policy towards Nigeria.

The potential for instability in the region has Ipably never been greater. One of the
few barriers to immediate conflict was signs ofveait and see’ approach to the
incoming administration of President Y’Adua and nState governors. This appears
to have already been replaced by a militant padicgsserting themselves during the
transition to prove they are not satisfied with #lections and have the capacity to
gain leverage over any incoming government. Infitlse week of May militants have
kidnapped 28 expatriates and appear ready to sgfitaity intensify conflict.

In the post election period key western governmeimsuding the United States,

have moved from condemnation of the polls to alimghess to work with the
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Nigerian government’, without an apparent full agpation of the local damage of
taking this position.

Without any clear and specific international densaridr reform the message to
Nigerian political elites will be clear — that evéime most blatant electoral fraud is
tolerable as long as oil flows. In the Niger Dettee interpretation will be even
simpler: that the international community is pregghto collude in the exploitation of

the regions resources.

The international community has a limited but cleaportunity to act collectively
and support domestic demands for reform in Nigddawever, if the international
response is weak or half hearted the chance obuserinstability and conflict

increases dramatically.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

SDN met with partner organisations and its obsenekiring the election period to

discuss recommendations to INEC, The Federal Gavenh and the international

community in light of polls which lacked credibylifrom the first weekend onwards.

Federal Government

INEC

The Executive (Presidency and Federal Council) lshallow for the
immediate independence of INEC

Election tribunals should be strengthened and ndadeonstrably impartial.

INEC should recruit professionals and respected beesnof communities as
ad hoc staff

Should transparently keep all election materialsam ordered fashion to
support electoral tribunals.

International Community

Should condemn the elections in strong and cleauage

The Africa Peer Review Mechanism should report lum ¢lections and take
the elections into account in its rating of Nigeria

International donors should freeze further fundm¢NEC

International community should freeze any directnd® to Nigeria
Government for good governance programmes

The conduct and transparency of Local Governmesttiins should be used
to set clear benchmarks for support or sanctions.

Visa restrictions should be visibly applied to cmt politicians and their
family members

Place an embargo on arms importation into Nigeria.
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Commentary

The initial recommendations of SDN partners andotifer Nigerian organisations

provide a useful guide for the international comituron next steps. Nigerian

organisations have also made clear their intentmrprotest against the election
results, but they are also carefully weighing tis&g to their supporters, the fragile
state of civilian rule, and the potential for psiteto be used as a justification for a

crackdown by government.

As yet there has been no substantial commitmem fitee Federal Government or

President-elect to deal with obvious deficiencrethie elections.

The calls by key states in the international comityuior aggrieved parties to go to
election tribunals would be irresponsible unlessséhstates are prepared to invest
significant resources in monitoring tribunals an@kmng further policy decisions
based on tribunal and court performance. The iatednal community would gain a
lot of local credibility if took the moral and jushoice and supported the Nigerians

citizens’ efforts to peacefully contest the faksifiresults.

At the grassroots in the Niger Delta the most agibés and most troubled level of
government is local government councils which wiaxgt elected in March 2004.
Their tenure has expired and State Governments@seable to call elections at as
little as a month’s notice but INEC has indicatédttvoter’s registers will not be
released until June. The importance of improvedllgovernment elections — which
are normally overlooked by the international comityua cannot be overstated. They
are the last chance to give the population of tigeNDelta a strand of hope that
government might deliver. The international comnyimust use these elections as a
benchmark for the new administration on a StatS&taye level and clearly lay out the
support/sanctions that will be dependent on thendact. Without such pressure the
local government elections will likely complete ttack out’ of the Nigerian public

in many states including Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta Akaa Ibom.
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Business Recommendations

SDN believes that both oil and non oil businesseratting in the Niger Delta face a
more difficult operating environment than before #iections. The conflict risks have
increased and the credibility of the Nigerian goweent has deteriorated
significantly. Businesses that want a stable dpegaenvironment should jointly

make this clear to an incoming government.

It is in the interests of businesses and investorpintly advocate for immediate
action by the incoming administration. Setting &sgfor the first 100 days in office
would be a good first step. Investment decisionsukh also be linked to the
credibility, feasibility and follow up by Presidemiect Y’Adua on his pledge to

produce a plan of action for the Niger Delta with®0 days of assuming office.

Businesses should also seek evidence that Y'AdldolMow through on his pledge
to treat energy supply within Nigeria as a naticgralergency — the appalling lack of
electricity has decimated non-oil businesses in Niger Delta over the past 24

months.

President elect Y’'Adua has pledged to create alushe government. This is more
easily said than achieved in Nigeria especiallgraslible figures may be reluctant to
associate themselves with a tainted administratBonsinesses should take the
opportunity to request evidence of ‘inclusivenemsd competence of Y’'Adua’s first

cabinet.
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APPENDIX

GLOSSARY
ECOWAS — Economic Community West African Statesbsé&ver Group
EO - Electoral Officer (INEC official)

EU OM — European Union Observer misshdtp://www.euom-ng.org

HRW — Human Rights Watdhttp://www.hrw.org

INEC — Independent National Electoral Commission
LGA — Local Government Area

IDASA — Institute for Democratic Alternative Souftfirica
http://www.idasanigeria.org

IRl — International Republican Institute _ US ObhserGroup

NACOREYV — National Action Campaign for the Reduntaf Electoral Violence
Organised by IDASA,; an anti violence campaign wisakceeded in securing support
from grassroots supporters, government officialndedates and political parties
http://www.nacorev.org

NDI — National Democratic Institute- Observer grolgp by former US Secretary
State Madeline Albrightittp://www.ndi.org

REC - Resident Electoral Commissioner (in charge $fate office of INEC)

SIEC - State Independent Electoral Commission. &esple for local government
elections. Each SIEC is funded and established tbyState Government (no
involvement in elections of April f4and 21

SDN- Stakeholder Democracy Network

SSS — State Security Service (Reports to Presijlency
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POLITICAL PARTIES

Nigeria has over 50 political parties, but onlyirailed number have any substantial profile.
The more significant parties to this report argetisbelow:

AC — Action Congress (party of Vice President Atikbubakar)

Accord — Notable for endorsement of PDP’'s Umar MlAdfor President. No
presidential candidate of its own

AGPA — All Progressive Alliance — South Easterntpavith former Biafran leader as
Presidential Candidate

ANPP — All Nigeria Peoples Party
(Presidential candidate former military ruler isn®eal Buhari)

DPP — Democratic Peoples Party — Limited nationafile but is party of 2003
Rivers Governorship candidate Sergeant Awuse awdmbminent in Delta State

LP — Labour Party
PDP — Peoples Democratic Party

PPA — Progressive Peoples Alliance

Other Observers

SDN did not observe in isolation. Major domestid amernational observer groups observed
the elections and SDN’s report should read indbigtext.
The European Union had the largest internationalenter mission to Nigeria and their

interim report discusses the national pre-eleatmmditions extensively.

International media coverage of elections in thgeDelta was significant:

Among international media that visited the NigeltReuring the elections were: Washington
Post, Le Figaro, The Times (UK), New York Times,uRes, BBC (Radio and TV), Al
Jazeera English, Los Angeles Times, Mail and GaardSouth Africa), Associated Press,

Christian Science Monitor, and the Financial Times.
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